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FATALITIES / ACCIDENTS AT PEGG'S GREEN COLLIERY 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle – February 10th 1838 
 
On Wednesday evening, the 31st ult., Samuel Burrows aged about 24 or 25, went to 
work in a pit at Pegg’s Green Colliery, for the first time; and at midnight, while 
engaged in breaking out the coal, a large stone, weighing upwards of a ton, fell from 
the roof, and crushed him to instant death. Verdict accordingly. 

 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle – August 26th 1843 
 

On the 17th instant, on the body of Thomas Hurst, aged 15, who was employed at the 
Pegg’s Green Colliery, and who fell from the “skip” while it was going up the shaft 
and was at a great height from the bottom of the pit ; this occurred on the Tuesday. 
Deceased was a venturesome youth, and had once before been brought up with one 
leg hanging by the chain ; and on this occasion it is supposed he  had caught hold of 
the bucket intending to drop off when a short distance from the ground ; but that 
when the bucket was rising he feared to drop, and held on by the hook till he was 
exhausted. The back of his head was broken to pieces by the fall. – Verdict ; 
“Accidental death”. 
 

Transcribed from Leicestershire Mercury – August 1853 
 

On Saturday, and by adjournment on Tuesday, an inquest was held at Osgathorpe 
upon John Waldram deceased/ He was a young man twenty-eight years of age, 
employed at Pegg’s Green Colliery. He went to work about 6 o’clock on Thursday 
evening, and about 2 o’clock the next morning was brought home dead. It appeared 
that he was busy building up the way head, when a large piece of stone fell from the 
roof and crushed him to the earth. When the stone was removed he breathed for a 
few minutes and then died. The fall of the stone was quite unexpected, the piece 
breaking from the roof between the props. Deceased had been blowing up stone 
about a yard from the place the night before. He had been in the pit from a lad and 
was acquainted with his work. – Verdict, “Accidental Death”. 
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FATALITIES / ACCIDENTS AT COLEORTON NO.2. COLLIERY 
(CALIFAT PIT) 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 11 September 1858  

A Coroners inquest was held by John Gregory, Esq., at the Old Rose and Crown Inn, 
Thringstone, on Monday, the 6th inst., on view of the body of Joseph Green, a miner, 
employed at the Swannington pit, from coal falling upon him while at work in the pit, 
on Friday night, frees the effects of which he died between one and two o'clock the 
following morning. The principal injury which he received was in the bowels and 
lower part of his body. Deceased was greatly esteemed by his fellow workmen, and 
he left a widow and three children. This unexpected casualty, at the same colliery, 
within a short period, has caused the most profound regret amongst the men 
employed. Hs was followed to the grave by all the members of the sick club (of which 
he was the founder), and a great number of his fellow workman. Mr Hedley, the 
Government Inspector, was present at the inquiry, and it is highly satisfactory to be 
able to state, that no blame or oversight led to this second lamentable catastrophe. 
Verdict - "Accidental Death." 

Transcribed from the Loughborough Monitor - Thursday 04 June 1863  

SHOCKING ACCIDENT AT ONE OF THE COLEORTON PITS. 
 
A very distressing and fatal accident occurred on Friday evening last, at the No. 2 (or 
Califat Pit) of the Coleorton Colliery. the property of Messrs. Warwick and Walker, by 
which one man was killed on the spot, and another narrowly escaped a similar fate. 
About half past five, on the above-named day, some of the men in the pit, wishing to 
ascend, gave the usual signal. The engine-man, Wm. Walker, having just gone out to 
get a bucket from the pumping engine, Mr. R. Lakin, the foreman of the works, was 
just going into the engine-house at the time, and hearing the signal repeated, 
incautiously set the engine fn motion ; but sad to relate, when the cage arrived at the 
top, he was unable to stop it in time, the consequence was that it ascended to the top 
of the pulley-wheel, where it was turned partially over, and broken to pieces, pitching 
one poor fellow, of the name of John Hutchinson (alias Dakey), headlong down the 
shaft he had just ascended, by which nearly every bone in his body was broken. The 
shaft is about 110 yards in depth, and it appears he fell down the middle of the shaft 
without touching either side of course he was killed instantly. Luckily, there were only 
two men in the cage at the time, viz., deceased, and W. Clements. They both 
clutched at the iron bars of the cage; the one deceased held, broke with the shock. 
Clements, fortunately, was able to catch hold of the crosspiece or beam, on the top 
of the works, under the pulley-wheel, and from which he hung for a considerable 
time—nearly twenty minutes — until released from his perilous position with the 
yawning shaft beneath, and certain death if he once let go his hold. his feelings may 
be better imagined than described. He was much bruised about the back, and 
although able to walk home, has since been confined to his bed, his nerves having 
received so severe a shock. He will be a long time if ever, he will recover it. As for 
poor Lakin, he has but lost his reason. It is said he has many times done the same 
thing, assisting the engines man whilst looking over the works. He is a most 
respectable man, and has been on the premises for a number of years.  
 On Monday, an of was held at the Fox lnn, Thringstone, on the body, of 
deceased, John Hutchinson, before Gregory, Esq., coroner. 
 The first witness called was James Waring, who said : I am a blacksmith, 
employed at the Coleorton Colliery. I was in my shop at No. 2. pit on Friday last 
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about half past five. My shop is facing the draw pit or shaft. I heard a louder noise 
than usual by the cage catching against the guard. I Looked and saw the cage with 
two men in it up the frame, as high as the wheel where the rope runs. I saw both men 
had bold of the cross bars; they were deceased and W. Clements ; one had hold of 
one of the cross-bars of the cage, and one the other. I saw the position they were in, 
and shouted to them to hold fast. The first thing the guard or fencing came in collision 
with was the bottom cross beam, which caused the guard to break and the cage to 
swing round. The end of the guard that did not catch the beam caught against the 
under part of the cage ; at the same moment the crossbar of the cage the men were 
holding by, broke. Both men were thrown out. Clements was first thrown out, and 
caught the side of the conductor, and deceased was thrown over the side down the 
pit. Clements was dashed against the diagonal bar across the pit, by which he held, 
and sat on the cross piece of the frame or head gear. I went out directly on to the 
bank, and saw Robert Lakin and W. Walker coming out of the engine shed. Lakin is 
the overman and Walker the engine man of the pit. The engine was then stopped. I 
assisted in getting Clements down. Lakin was in my shed five minutes before the 
accident. 
 By Mr. Hedley, have you seen Lakin at any time handle that engine?—No, 
never. Levi Baker, on being sworn, said : I am stoker at No. 2 pit. Was in the engine 
house on Friday afternoon last, the 29th lnst. Robert Lakin came into the engine 
house about half past five. I had been clearing the indicators. The engine-man bad 
just gone out to the pumping engine, which is about sixty or seventy yards distant, for 
a bucket. The signal bell was then ringing. Lakin said, "Why don't you turn those men 
up." The signal had not been answered from the top, which it should have been, 
before the engine started. I had charge of the pit top at the time. He said turn those 
men up. I told him I would have nothing to do with it. He went towards the engine 
handle, and I went out and left him. There was no one else in at the time. Directly I 
got out he started the engine. No signal was given. I was going to the pit to give the 
signal, I was at the pit mouth and saw the cage come out with two men in it. When I 
saw it did not stop, I turned to get away, as it might fall on me. I fell down, and when I 
got up again I saw a man on the crossbeam over the shaft ; that was Clements. I 
never saw the other man. Could not recollect that more than one signal was given by 
the men below ; there might have been more. Never saw Lakin turn men up before. 
Saw him turn a tub of coals up. The engine was in at that time. The engine was gone 
altogether about five minutes. Witness was cross examined by Mr. Lakin (who had 
been allowed to be in the room during the time the evidence was being given), and 
was questioned by the jury, but be became so confused that he was unable to 
answer, or did not remember.  
 William Walker, engine driver, was next called, and in answer to the Coroner, 
said he bad been engine-man about 10 years, and had been at No. 2 pit about 8 
years, himself and brother John were the engine-men night and day, he Witness 
said, "I was on duty on Friday last, we turned half a day.  Towards 5 o'clock I left the 
driving-engine. I went to the pumping-engine to fetch a bucket leaving Levi Baker in 
charge, and whilst speaking there to the man in charge, I stepped on one side and 
saw the rope of my engine in motion. As soon as I saw that I thought it was my 
brother come to relieve me (we not being particular to half an hour in relieving one 
another. His time would be six o'clock,) but I hurried on and when I got in sight of the 
engine-house I saw it was not my brother, but B. Lakin, and when I saw it was him, I 
made all the haste I could to reach it. As I was passing the pit's mouth I heard the 
first signal bell rung, which is about 25 to 30 yards from the pit's mouth, and when I 
got to the engine-house door the second bell rung, which is immediately before the 
cage comes out of the top. Just as I stepped into the door I heard the cage strike the 
cross piece. Lakin had hold of the handle and had stopped the engine himself before 
I got up. He said "Oh dear !" and made use of some other expressions of sorrow, but 
I was put about : l do not know what be said. He went away, and I assisted in gently 
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lifting Clements down and deceased up from the shaft. No one has any right to 
meddle with the engine unless the manager gives permission.  
 By Mr. Hadley : Have you seen Lakin touch the engine before? Yes, several 
times, he has drawn coals up during dinner time. I knew he did manage the engine 
before I came there. I never knew him draw men up.  
 By the Coroner: the engine was in good working order at the time that this 
occurred.  
 W. Platts, a banksman, at No. 2 pit, was about thirty yards from the pit's 
mouth. Did not see the cage come out of the mouth of the pit; saw it immediately 
after the accident. The cage was up , against the pulley-wheel. Saw B. Lakin coming 
out of the engine-house. Have repeatedly seen Lakin working the engine. Did not 
know if he ever' drew men up before.  
 W. Clements, a miner, employed at No. 2 pit, said : On giving over work, we 
went to the bottom to go out. I was with Hutchinson. We gave the signal three times, 
and then once. The engine did not go. In about another minute signalled again, and 
the engine started. We were both in the cage at the time waiting. No signal was 
repeated from the top. The cage went all right up the shaft. Never perceived any 
difference in the motion of the cage. Did not remember anything but catching hold of 
the cage and then the cross-piece. Knew nothing more. Heard a great crash, and 
caught at anything he could. Never saw deceased after coming out of the shaft. In 
answer to Mr. Lakin, he said he was waiting about three minutes before the engine 
started. This witness was scarcely able to walk, and trembled in every limb, showing 
visibly the effect of the accident on him.  
 Thomas Bird, deputy of the day shift, proved finding the body at the bottom of 
the shaft. Two boys told him a man had fallen down the shaft. He made haste and 
found it was deceased. He was quite dead. The depth of the shaft is about 130 
yards. G. Lewis. Esq., manager of the Coleorton Colliery, stated that he was, at the 
time of the accident, at No. 1 pit. Went across immediately to the other pit. Met Lakin 
on the way and asked him what was the matter, he said "It's me." said, " You had 
better go down the other shaft and see about getting the man out." When I got to No. 
2. they were just bringing Clements down the ladder. The broken cage was close up 
to the wheel, at the top of the pit frame. It was smashed all to pieces. I gave 
directions to have it lowered and taken off, and a new one put on as quickly as 
possible. I examined the shaft and went down. Saw the deceased, dead, lying in a 
tub. I took a sheet down in which be was wrapped up, and sent him up.  
 I produce a copy of the rules of the Coleorton Colliery ; every man is supplied 
with a copy. Special rule clause 53, states, the engineman shall not permit anyone 
but himself to interfere with the engine or machinery, without the permission of the 
manager.  
 By the Coroner : Have you ever given Lakin permission—No.  
 By Mr. Hadley : Were you aware that he bad been in the habit of meddling 
with the engine? —I have since heard that when Mr. Walker was the manager he 
used to work it, and has done so in Mr Walker's presence. He was permitted to do so 
by Mr. Walker. I do not know to what extent.  
 Mr. R. Lakin, after being duly cautioned by the Coroner said, I worked the 
same engine in Mr. Walker's presence so thought myself completely master of it, and 
as these men wanted to come up, considered myself capable of bringing them up. 
When I commenced turning them up and had got better than half way up, I saw W. 
Walker, the engine man coming. When I saw him running, my mind seemed fixed on 
him. I let the engine go and the cage appeared in sight. I took the steam off, and 
clapped the break on, and stopped her instantly, but, with the crank coming over on a 
swing it took the cage up higher.  
 This being the whole of the evidence the Coroner commenced summing up, 
which we need not go through. In the course of his remarks, he said that a person 
undertaking to do a thing he had no business to do, or was incapable of doing, and 
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death resulted through such inability or carelessees, the person causing such death 
was clearly guilty of manslaughter ; at the same time, if they come to any other 
conclusion, of a more favourable character he should be happy to record it although 
be feared in the present case they could not do so, &c.  
 The jury after deliberating for upwards of two hours were unable to agree to a 
verdict. The consequence was that an open verdict was returned that "deceased died 
from injuries recieved through falling down the shaft at No. 2 . Pit." 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Journal - Friday 23 October 1863 
 
On Tuesday last the adjourned inquest relative to the circumstances under which 
the accident took place at the Coleorton Colliery was opened at  the Railway Inn,  
Swannington, before J. Gregory, Esq, coroner, and jury consisting of the following 
persons :—John Porter, Joseph Pickering, John James Guttcridge, Wm. Shelton, 
John Hewes, Joseph Sharp, Michael Fields, William Brinsley, William Hensom, 
Joseph Wheatley, and Edward Moss. The particulars of the unfortunate occurrence 
were fully narrated in the Journal last week, showing that the inroad of water had 
drowned a boy and two men, whose names were Harry Clements (15). Jeremiah 
Rose (50), and Francis Doman (60). The body of the youth only had been recovered, 
and the inquest, which was formally opened at the time, had been postponed.  
 
The Coroner stated that he expected that Mr. Headley, would have been present. He 
read a note which he had received from that gentleman, stating that the inquest no 
doubt would have to be again adjourned to afford an opportunity for them to examine 
the breach. As this announcement was being made the Government Inspector 
arrived.  
 
William Wilton, the first witness called, stated that be was looking after the shaft 
men, and his duties took him into No.8. stall in the Califat Pit, belonging to Messrs. 
Worswick and Walker, Swannington, when the water broke in during the night of the 
7th inst. A man named Ward, and a Staffordshire man named Richards, were holing 
in the stall at the time when it was noticed that water was running very fast to the 
right of them, about two yards in length, and between the men and the way-head 
where the stall was holed. He said "Where does this water come from?" and Ward 
said, "It is coming out of the break joint of the coal". Witness then said "Leave off 
holing; never saw water coining out of the break like that before. Do you knock off, 
and I'll fetch Mr. Pickering" (the ground bailiff). The stream of water at that time was 
about as thick his leg. His companion replied, ''We have not over three or four blows 
to do," and he replied, if you have only half a blow, knock off until I fetch him" 
(meaning Pickering). He then left the workmen to find Mr. Pickering.  
 
On his road he met William Clements—the father of the deceased—going to blow the 
coal down, and he told him not to do so until he fetched Mr. Pickering. After half an 
hour he returned with Mr. Pickering from another part of the pit. It would then be 
about half-past four o'clock. He told Mr. Pickering what he had seen. Ward and 
Richards had left the stall; Clements was there but had done nothing. Mr. Pickering 
looked at the break as the waiter was coming in, as before stated, and said that they 
had better set a sprag or two, or anything they could get, against the coal to support 
it. He set one sprag and Clements set three. He (witness) left the stall at about five 
o'clock, and said that the thing Pickering could do would be to go and let Mr. Lewis 
(the manager of the colliery) know. Pickering went towards the bottom of the pit, and 
he (witness) started to go No.12. stall. He saw one of the loaders out of No. 4. stall, 
called Domain, and told him to tell the night men in the roads to leave off their work, 
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for he should be waiting for them to go up. He did not give the order because he 
apprehended danger just then. He then went up.  
 
Between eight and nine o'clock the same moming he was informed that he was to go 
back to the pit with young Pickering, the son of the ground bailiff. He went, and 
descended the pit with Mr. Pickering and his son. Having reached the bottom he 
collected some wedges, whilst young Pickering went forward to the breach. He soon 
followed with two iron wedges. Mr. Pickering was missed. When he (witness) got up 
to the stall young Pickering was unloading a tub of stone. He therefore went to the 
end of the stall, and found Thomas Bird, corporal or deputy. The water was coming in 
with considerably increased quantity; that would be about half-past nine. : How had 
the water increased. If it was as thick as your leg first, how thick was the stream in 
the second instance ? The Inspector : I don't think you can measure a stream of 
water. Witness : It would be three times as thick as a leg when I saw it the second 
time. Bird said, "Bill, I'm glad you have come; have got rum job now. We must have a 
tree or two set to the roof." Witness replied "'I have done what I am going to do," 
meaning, that he saw there was danger, and he should go away at once. He 
therefore went to the bottom to leave the pit, and met Mr. Lewis and Mr. Pickering, 
sen., on the road, at the distance of about forty or fifty yards from where the water 
was coming in. Young Pickering was near Bird. Mr. Lewis said "Good mornin?, Bird," 
and he replied " Good morning, sir." Mr. Lewis then said " Does it come any faster?" 
and he replied, a great deal, sir." Mr. Lewis then went towards the stall where the 
water was coming in, and he (witness) came out of the pit.  
 
Mr. Headley. - Bird was the only person working in the stall when he left. Jeremiah 
Rose, young Pickering, William Parkinson, and man named Hibbert were close to the 
stall; other men were at work on the roads. He was not in the pit after the water had 
broken in so to cause the deaths. About half-past ten, when he was on his road 
home, he heard of the accident by young Pickering, who came up dripping wet, and 
quite alarmed them.  
 
The Inspector : How was it that you undertook to tell the men to knock off when the 
water was coming in, Witness : Because I had never seen anything like it. The 
Inspector : Did it occur to you that it was from the old Hollows? Witness: Yes; 
because the smell was so bad.  
 
William Clements, father of one of the deceased, stated that he was a miner, and 
had worked about eight years at the Califat or California pits. He went to work about 
half-past three o'clock on the morning of Thursday, the 8th instant. When he was 
going on the road to No. 8 stall to take some coal down, he met two of the men—
John Stanley and William Newbery—who had been holing. They said that they had 
pricked a wet break. He rejoined, "Perhaps you have hit the hollow." They added, 
"William Cabley (meaning Wilton) had gone to look at it." On going further he met 
Wilton coming from the stall and the remark he addressed to him was, " Bill, I would 
not meddle with the sprags if I was you." He (witness) said that he would go and 
work at the place, and accordingly went up to the stall, pulled his jacket off, and 
found Aaron Stewart and Richard Lees holing in the fast ends next to the place Ward 
had left. He said to Stewart and Lees, "What are you doing" and Stewart said, "We 
are taking this knob (a piece of coal) out" He (witness) said, "Come out, this is the 
hollows;" the water was then coming out of the break in a stream thick as his leg. 
Stewart said he would "Stop and take the knob out" He (witness) said, " What, you 
would sooner take the knob out and be drowned than leave it in". Let it be, "I'll take it 
out." [The Coroner: You were not afraid of being drowned then? Witness : "Well, 
that's what I happened to say.  
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Stewart then left off. William Pickering and Wilton then came up to the stall, and said, 
"What do you think of it?, and he replied. "I think it is the hollows. Bring me some 
sprags." Wilkinson brought them, and he set them to hold the coal He then told 
Pickering that they had better stop the men from taking the coal down in No. 14 stall, 
as the blasting might shake the place and make the case worse. He said also,  
" Pickering, I told you about fortnight ago about having the rods in before us". The 
forcing rods ought to have been before them. Pickering replied. "I told Mr. Lewis a 
week since this morning that there should be some rods," and he said " Pooh, pooh, 
there are forty yards of good coal before us." A Juryman : Had you been in the habit 
of having these rods? Witness : No.  
 
Witness's examination continued: He remarked to Pickering, that if Robert Lakin 
(who was bailiff before Pickering came) had been here, the rods would have been 
thirty yards back. He remained in the stall about twenty minutes, and noticed that the 
water changed three times in colour. was white as milk, then like ochre, and red ; he 
considered that the colour was a sign of the water coming from the hollows. He went 
away about five o' clock, and met Pickering, who said, " How is it Bill" and he replied, 
" It comes faster." He said, " Well, Bill, I have sent for John Lakin (night deputy). He 
(witness) went away, and soon after left the pit.  
 
He subsequently saw his son on the bank ready to go down, but happened not to 
warn him of doing so. If he had worked in the stall he should have believed it was the 
hollows. The men who were working were young chaps, and did not know of the 
danger. They had no books or guide to go by. By the Inspector : He had worked at 
stalls when boring was going on, but in the stalls in question there had not been any 
boring since they were started. The stalls in that direction were surrounded by the 
hollows. Mr. Wheatley (juryman) : Is there a top or surface plan of the workings 
showing the position of the hollows Inspector : No; that is immaterial Mr. Wheatley : 
There ought to be a corresponding surface plan to show the position of the old 
workings. William Sprlngthorpe, miner, deposed that he worked at No. 2 stall in the 
Califat pit, near the place of the disaster, and about two o'clock on the morning of 
Thursday the 8th instant, the alarm came to them that they had hit a large quantity of 
water in No. 8 stall. He hastened with his work, and about four o'clock went to see 
the place. On arriving at the way end he found Stewart, Ward, and Richards, just 
coming out, having finished holing. He told them that they had prevented their 
working with the water coming in, and he thought they had struck upon the hollows. 
Mr. Pickering was in the stall, and ordered witness to send a man to No. 14 (the next 
stall), to tell them not to take any out or blow any more coals down He did so, and 
came out of the pit shortly after 5 O'clock.  
 
William Clamp, miner, at No. 17 stall in the Califat pit, on the slip side, deposed that 
when he went down to work a little before six o'clock on the morning of the 8th inst. 
he was informed a man named Joseph Hodges alias Putchin, a loader, that the 
hollows had been tapped, and that the water had broken in. The work was continued 
for some time, and on being warned again by the boys that they had better go to the 
shaft bottom, eighteen men and a lot of lads went thither. They were there met by Mr. 
Lewis, who said, "Go back to your work, if there is any danger, I will let you know." 
They went to their work again, and filled about six tubs of coal in his stall, when the 
boy, John Greasley, gave an alarm for the second time that the water was rushing in. 
Accordingly, they all got to the bottom of the shaft and were drawn up as soon they 
could get The water had just got up to the shaft as they arrived to be taken up. The 
water spread about the pit. After the lapse of half hour he went down into the pit 
again to try to get out six men who had been left behind. William Bird, Henry Lakin, 
and Wm Walker accompanied him. When they got down the pit hey found that the 
water was within a span or about six inches of the roof on one side, and about half a 
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yard on the other. He swam off the cage to the stall, a distance of five or six yards, 
and said that a number of horses were standing then up to their bellies in water. They 
had to come the shaft again. 
A second descent was made in five minutes, the party including this time Mr. Lewis. 
Four horses were sent up. He (witness) went to  the main road about fifty yards. The 
water varied in depth in accordance with the incline towards the pit bottom ; in one 
place it took him above his middle, and in another the rails were perceptible. 
Generally speaking, he should think the water was half a yard lower than they found 
it at first. He returned to the pit bottom to tell Mr. Lewis and the rest of the party of the 
depth or shallowness of the water. The party, with the exception of Mr. Lewis, went 
up the road, and after a while separated.  
 
He (witness) returned for some more candles, and his comrades proceeded. When 
he again joined them, his mates went to the right, and he went to the left. He was 
soon to the neck in water, and had to refrain from going further. He came back and 
met Mr. Pickering, who advised him to tell his three companions return. He went and 
met them.  
Josiah Hibbert deposed : I am a miner, and have worked in No. 2 stall, in that pit 
about three months. About half past six on the morning of the accident, Bird came 
and asked me to go with him to No 8 stall. did so, and he immediately sent me back 
to fetch Ward and Lagar. We all commenced ramming stones under the holing keep 
the coal up. This continued for an hour, but in spite of this the water came in  faster. 
We became alarmed, left the stall, and came to the bottom of the road, when we met 
Rose, and he desired to go back to No.8. stall. I turned back with Rose, and we 
found Bird, Lagar, and the deceased Clements in the stall, packing stones in the 
hole. The water was then coming in very fast. Rose and I began to saw some trees 
through for the purpose of propping the coals, and I assisted Bird to set two of them.  
 
At this time Pickering and Lewis came into the stall when Lewis told us fetch some 
stone from down the road in a tub, and we did so, and Pickering packed it under the 
hole. Whilst we were doing this, Mr. Lewis sent two others to fetch more stone, and 
packed that also under the holing. A third tub was sent for, and got it almost to the 
way head, when the water broke in over the tops of the sprags with a great rush. At 
this time I was across the way head, about a yard to the right from where it burst in. 
Pickering and his son, Parkinson, and Bums, were also in the stall at time. Rose was 
down the road, almost fifteen yards from the lip. I and Pickering started off directly, 
and he fell, and put out the light. We passed him and Rose in the dark, and saw no 
one else till I got to the bottom, at which place the water took me up to the chin, and 
in some parts over my head. Pickering overtook me against the bottom, and I and 
Lagar went up to the surface, and Rose followed afterwards.  
 
Mr. Lewis had left about quarter of an hour before the water had burst in. William 
Parkinson, on being sworn, said : I had been at work in the pit that night, and left at 
half-past five in the morning, and at eight I was sent for and went to the pit for the 
purpose of trying to stop the water. When I got there I found the water coming in at 
No.8. stall, through a break of coal. I saw Bird and the deceased there; Bird was 
putting sprags under the holing, and I assisted him in doing so. After this, Pickering 
and his son came up. Stone and timber were brought into the stall, and applied as far 
as could be to keep the coal up. Mr. Lewis was also there. The water still continued 
to come in about the same rate. An effort to keep the coal up was made by us, but 
the water burst in and the lights were quickly put out. When I heard the rush I made 
the best of my way up the road towards the bottom, and passed Bird about sixty 
yards up, when he said, " What art thou doing there?" Rose was standing by his side, 
and a horse was across the road. The deceased Clements was on the road, and I 
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took hold of his waistcoat, and tried to pull him along, but he was thrown down twice, 
and at last I was obliged to leave him, the water at this rime was up my neck.  
William Pickering, junr., said : I am miner, and lately have been working on the 
roads, and left work at six o'clock on the morning of the accident. About half past 
eight I was sent for to help in assisting to secure the coal in No.8. stall. I went alone, 
and found the water running in from underneath the coal. Bird was there, and I went 
to assist him. My father came next, and we pushed the coal up as we thought secure, 
and then began to pack with stones, so as to make it quite solid. The water then 
abated, and I said to Bird "I think we shall get the better of it, as I have had worse 
jobs than these at the California pits." Bird was setting a tree against the coal wall to 
the stone packing, and I was setting a tree to the root, when the water burst in again. 
Bird and Parkinson were close to me at the time, and father against the gate door, 
unloading a tub of stone. Hibbert was taking the stone from father, and Rose was at 
the stone tub. Parkinson and myself made the best of our way, and having no lights, 
thought we were lost. I tumbled against some one, but whom I do not know. I 
proceeded further, and found a horse in the road, and my father fast against a tub. I 
released him, and pushed him forward, but we never expected to get out alive. I saw 
some one with a light, and hastened on to get up the road. When we got safe to the 
bottom, most of them were gone up. There were upwards of sixty persons in the pit 
at the time of the accident. The two men Bird and Rose have not yet been found. 
William Bird was also examined, as well as John Stanley, after which the inquiry was 
adjourned for a month, when Mr. Headley will have made his examination, and it is 
expected he will give evidence. The two men Rose and Bird were found during the 
night of Tuesday. Rose was in a sitting posture, with Bird's head resting on his knee. 
They had evidently died from the effects of the foul air, and were not drowned. 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Journal – November 4th 1864 
 

SERIOUS ACCIDENT AT No. 2 COLEORTON PIT (CALIFAT). – 
 

On the 26th ult., Thomas Coulson, a miner, of Griffydam, met with a serious accident 
whilst at work in the above pit. He was engaged in loading a tub, when a large stone 
fell from the roof on his back, crushing him in a fearful manner. The poor fellow was 
extricated as soon as possible and taken home, where he still lies without the 
slightest hope of his recovery. 
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FATALITIES / ACCIDENTS AT COLEORTON BUG & WINK PIT  
(COLEORTON NO.3.) 

 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Daily Mercury - Wednesday 26th June 
1889 
 

BATHING FATALITY COLEORTON 
 
At noon on Saturday two young colliers, on leaving work, agreed to bathe in 
Coleorton reservoir. One named Curtis had been in the water but a few minutes 
when he got out of his depth, and being unable to swim, was drowned. The body was 
not recovered until an hour afterwards. Deceased was 19 years of age. The inquest 
on the deceased was held on Tuesday at the New Inn, Pegg's Green before Mr. 
Henry Deane.—John Curtis, collier, of Pegg's Green having identified the deceased 
as his son, Sykes Pickering, collier, said he met Curtis at Coleorton Colliery at noon 
on Saturday. Together they were watching a number or youths bathing in the 
reservoir, when the deceased suggested that they should bathe. They went on the 
other side of the reservoir, and deceased got in first, a spot where the water reached 
to his neck. Witness called to him to come out, but deceased got hold of a piece of 
wood, and “acted swimming," playing with it about the side. Witness cautioned 
deceased about remaining in the water, and said should not swim as it was too deep. 
Soon after he noticed deceased on his back dashing about. Slipping off his trousers, 
witness jumped in, and tried to get hold of him. but was nearly drowned in the 
attempt. John Webster, of Swannington, came and got witness out. He was unable to 
swim, as also was deceased.—P.C. Fox spoke to recovering the body along with 
Henry Brown and Arthur Watson. Alter a raft had been made and a drag brought into 
use the body was found. The reservoir was very deep at the spot where the fatality 
occurred.—The jury returned a verdict that deceased was accidentally drowned 
whilst bathing. 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Journal – June 28th 1889 
 

SAD DEATH OF A YOUNG COLLIER – 
GALLANT ATTEMPT TO RESCUE 

 
A young collier named Fred Curtis, employed by the Coleorton Colliery Company, 
and who resided at Pegg’s Green, near Swannington Church, was drowned on 
Saturday while bathing in the reservoir adjoining the colliery. – An inquest was held 
at the New Inn (Jackson’s), Coleorton on the body of the deceased, before Mr. 
Coroner H. Deane, on Tuesday. – John Curtis, the father of the deceased, said he 
was a collier, and resided at Pegg’s Green. His son (deceased) was nineteen years 
of age, and worked at the Coleorton Colliery. He last saw him alive on the Friday 
evening, when he went to work. Witness was present when his son’s body was 
recovered from the water. – Sykes Pickering, a youth, stated that he was a collier, 
and on Saturday he met the deceased at the Coleorton Colliery, about twelve o’clock. 
The deceased agreed with witness to have a bathe in the reservoir adjoining the pit. 
A number of youths were bathing in a part of the pond. He declined to go in where 
the boys were, and went round the reservoir to a part in front of the office, and as 
soon as he got in he went up to his neck in the water. And witness advised him to 
come out. He did not heed witness’s advice, and got hold of a bit of wood floating in 
the water, and upon which he was acting and playing about the side. Witness 
continued telling him to leave the water, but he said he should not, and after that he 
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saw the deceased on his back dashing about and struggling. Witness did not go in 
the water, because that part was so deep and he could not swim, and told the 
deceased so. When he saw the deceased struggling he slipped off his trousers and 
jumped in to try to get hold of him, but could not. (here the witness burst into tears). 
He narrowly escaped being drowned himself in the attempt to save his comrade, and 
would have been drowned but for assistance rendered him by Mr. John Webster, of 
Swannington Hall. He had bathed a few years ago with the deceased, but never 
knew him to swim. – By a juror ; He had never been cautioned against bathing in the 
reservoir. – P.C. Fox, of Coleorton, stated that he heard of the occurrence, and 
procured a drag. When he arrived at the reservoir, he found a man named Harry 
Brown trying to recover the body, and shortly after that Arthur Watson came out of 
the pit, and was an hour and a quarter in the water, with the other man, diving, 
endeavouring to find the body. A raft was made, and by that means Watson brought 
the body to the surface, with the aid of the drag. The body had been in the water 
about an hour and three quarters. The reservoir was often used by bathers, and he 
had understood Mr. J. Turner (who represented the Colliery Company at the inquest) 
that bathers generally went there on a Saturday when he had left the office. The spot 
was ten feet deep where deceased was drowned, and he had no doubt but that they 
went to that spot because Sir George Beaumont had prevented persons from bathing 
in his fish pond. – This concluded the evidence, and the Coroner said it frequently 
happened that a feeble swimmer lost presence of mind, and in this case it was so, 
when the deceased lost hold of the log, upon which he was floating, and drowning 
followed. The witness Pickering seemed to have behaved very well indeed. He knew 
that he could not swim himself, an knew too that the part was deep – two reasons 
why he did not join in the bathe ; but for all that, he attempted to save his companion. 
If he had caught hold of deceased, it was most probable that both would have been 
drowned, unless assistance was at hand. He had acted courageously. – The jury at 
once returned a verdict of “Accidental death”. – It was stated that the last case of 
drowning in the reservoir occurred 52 years ago.  

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 25th June 1898 
 

COLLIERY FATALITY AT COLEORTON. 
 
An inquest was held at the public  house of Isaac Bakewell, at Swannington on 
Thursday, touching the death of John Edwards, a collier, at the Coleorton Pits. Mr. 
Hewitt, H.M. inspector of mines, was present.— George Edwards, a greengrocer, at 
Coalville, stated that the deceased, his father was 42 years of age. On Monday 
evening after he had been brought home he told witness he was done for this time, 
and in reply to an inquiry into how it happened, he said, he was putting a roller box in 
the empty road side when I heard a set coming. I thought they were empty ones, and 
with getting out of the way my lamp went out, and it was a full set instead of an empty 
one. That was all he told me. He died that night.—- Wm. Elliott, aged 15, said he was 
at work in the pit on Monday, and was tonging, i.e., walking on the tubs and holding 
the tongs which hold the tubs to the rope. The rope was always running. About 8.45 
he was taking some full tubs up the incline, and had travelled a little way, when his 
tongs struck against a sleeper, and the tubs did not give over running straightaway, 
and then when they were running back the force snatched the tongs out of his hand. 
The tubs ran back into the siding, and witness shouted to Edwards. The tubs ran 
back, and ran over the drag and the stop-block and knocked Edwards down. Witness 
was riding on the tubs when they left the siding, but not when the tongs caught the 
sleeper. There were several places in the dip which the rope ran on the sleepers, and 
witness get off before he got there and was walking by the side of the tubs when the 
tongs caught. He had had his tongs to catch before, but not enough to stop. — In 
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reply to Mr. Hewitt, witness said the tongs were all right, and not out of repair. If the 
drag did not act or the train jumped over it there might be a runaway. — Joseph Hill, 
aged 13, said he coupled on the trucks which Elliott took away, and he put a drag on 
the last truck. — Jesse Armson, manager at the colliery, said, in reply to the 
Inspector, that as both the drag and the stop block had failed in this instance he 
would suggest a block of wood to protect the pass Usually a drag either held the tubs 
up or threw them off. — The jury found that the deceased was killed by accident, that 
there was no negligence on the part of the deceased or the men and boys working 
with him. They recommended that the drags provided for the trucks on this incline 
should be longer and furnished with a forked end. They also expressed the opinion 
that the boys who had given evidence were not old enough or strong enough for the 
work they had been called upon to perform. 
 
Transcribed from the Leicester Daily Post – January 30th 1911 

 
COLEORTON COLLIERY MYSTERIOUS DEATH 

RESUMED ENQUIRY 
CORONER AND HOUSE SURGEON OF LEICESTER INFIRMARY 

AN EXPLANATION 
 
Mr. H. J. Deane, on Saturday, resumed the inquiry into the circumstances of the 
death of  David Gardiner, aged 51 years, of Pegg’s Green, who met with fatal injuries 
in the haulage works at Coleorton Colliery in the early hours of December 29th. A 
young man named Hudson, of Ashby, was seriously injured at the same time, and his 
evidence being necessary, the inquiry, which opened on December 31st, was 
adjourned pending his recovery. Owing to the alleged discourtesy of the house 
surgeon of Leicester Infirmary, the Coroner was in a dilemma in fixing the date of the 
resumed inquiry, and said that if Hudson was still in the institution at the time he 
decided upon he should subpoena the house surgeon. 
 At the inquiry, on Saturday, at the New Engine Inn, Pegg’s Green, Mr. W. h. 
Hepplewhite, his majesty’s Inspector of Mines, was again present. Mr. T. E. Jesson 
(Ashby) represented the Colliery Company, Mr. A. H. Timms (Swadlincote) the 
Midland Mining Officials’ Association, and Mr. J. J. Sharp (Coalville) appeared for the 
widow. 
 The Coroner said that before he proceeded with the evidence in the case he 
wished to make one or two remarks in reference to what he thought his duty to say at 
the opening of the inquest upon the action of a certain official of the Leicester 
Infirmary. The day after the opening of the inquiry the doctor in question saw him at 
Loughborough, and expressed in the fullest possible way his regret that there should 
have been anf misunderstanding, and apologized for any difficulty or trouble that he 
(the Coroner) or the (the Jury) had experienced in connection with the mistake. He 
had also had correspondence with Mr. Johnson, the House Governor, who stated 
that he and the Board of Governors desired to express their very profound regret that 
there should have been any unpleasantness or misunderstanding at all, and assured 
him that steps had been taken to prevent any such misunderstanding in the future. 
He had the greatest pleasure in making known those assurances in view of the 
possibilities that his remarks might have given rise to some prejudice against the 
institutes. A deplorable mistake had been made. The secretary of the board had met 
him in a perfectly candid way about the matter, and had assured him that the mistake 
would not happen again. 

 
FRESH EVIDENCE 

The first witness called was Benjamin Marston, of Coleorton, a deputy employed at 
the Coleorton Colliery. He said the deceased and W. Hudson were employed on 
what was known as a Nether Machine on 29th December last. It was a rope road, a 
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double road. At about 3.15 a.m. Gardiner and Hudson started a way with a set of 
empty tubs, and as they passed out of sight Gardiner and Hudson were walking 
alongside the set. They had been gone from five to ten minutes when the hanking 
engine stopped. He went to see what was the matter, and when he had gone two or 
three hundred yards, he found Gardiner with his legs under the first tub. The second 
empty tub was off the road and was catching the first full tub. The grips of both tubs 
were tight on the ropes, and he considered that it was the two tubs jamming together 
that had stopped the rope. Gardiner was released and taken to the pit bottom. 
 By Mr. Hepplewhite ; The deceased’s shoulder was under the grip, and his 
waistcoat was wrapped around the ropes. It appears that he was then dragged along 
and prevented from getting under the tub. Gardiner’s lamp was found seven or eight 
yards nearer the shaft than where he lay, and his cap was nearer the shaft still. 
 Proceeding, witness said that those engaged in taking tubs along the line 
were strictly forbidden to ride on the tubs. He did not know whether there were any 
printed notices down the mine, but it was always forbidden. 
 The Coroner : It’s a well known rule 
 Witness : Yes  
Witness went on to say that there would not be any room for anyone to walk between 
two sets of tubs passing. They were not supposed to walk on the side, but either in 
front or behind. Deceased and Hudson were walking by the side of the set when they 
left the pit bottom, but he could not say whether they continued to do so or not. 
 By Mr. Sharp : He asked deceased what had happened, and he mumbled 
something, but witness could not tell what he said. His opinion was that the deceased 
tried to lift the front end of the tub onto the rails and got caught. 
 A Juror : If the tubs were travelling slowly, how was it that this tub left the  
rails ? 
 The Coroner ; That is what we are trying to find out. (To witness) : Can you 
suggest any reason why the full tub should leave the rails ? 
 Witness replied that he could not. 
 James Yates, of Coleorton, employed at the colliery as an insetter, also gave 
evidence as to Gardiner and Hudson starting away from the pit bottom. He said he 
could not see them for 30 yards, and they continued to walk by the side of the tub. 
They had been gone about ten minutes when the rope stopped. He then rapped to 
the engine man, who stopped his engine. 

 
HUDSON’S STORY 

 
Wm. Hudson, the next witness, said, in reply to the Coroner’s inquiry, that he had 
quite recovered from the accident. On the night in question he was employed as 
incline boy. About 3.15 he and Gardiner started away from the pit bottom with a set 
of 11 empty tubs. They walked by the side of the set, which were moving at a steady 
walk. They both had bull’s eye lamps. When they got onto the incline, he saw a full 
set approaching, and got out of the way by going behind the empty set. He 
afterwards went forward and walked by the side of the second tub. Gardiner being 
behind him. He never saw Gardiner again. He did not know where he was, and did 
not see his light. Where the accident happened was about 300 yards from the pit 
bottom. A second set of tubs passed them in the wet place, witness again getting 
behind the empties. He had just reassumed his position by the side of the second tub 
when he was struck in the back and knocked down. He shouted to deceased to come 
and fetch him out, and Gardiner replied, “I cannot, my lad ; I am fast myself”. 
 Replying to Mr. hHepplewhite : Gardiner told Yates the tubs had caught, and 
it had stopped the rope. 
 Yates, recalled, said that Gardiner told him the tubs caught the side of the 
road in the wet place. It was in reply to his inquiry as to what was the matter, as the 
rope had stopped in a previous run. 
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 Mr. Hepplewhite said that the cap belonging to Gardiner was found 18ft.  6in. 
way from where the body was found, and the lamp was 16ft  6in. away. 
 The Coroner : Have you ever told anybody how it happened ? 
 Witness : No, sir. 
You have always replied to inquiries, and you did not know ? – Yes, sir. 

 
THE MANAGER’S OPINION 

 
Mr. Frank Tatham, the manager of the colliery, produced plans showing the scenenof 
the accident, and said he went there after the accident, before anything was moved, 
and what was shown in the plan was exactly what he saw. He saw Gardiner and 
Hudson in the engine-house, and the latter, when asked the cause of the accident, 
said he thought the tub ran back. From what he saw, however, he was satisfied that 
the tubs had not run away. The couplings of the full set was tight. Had they run back, 
the tubs would have bumped into each other. 
 The Coroner, in summing up, referred to the contradictory nature of the 
evidence. He said that it hardly seemed possible that the tubs had run back. He did 
not think Hudson had told them anything but what he believed to be true. There was 
nothing to indicate the position Gardiner occupied during any part of the run. It was 
for the jury to say, with the meager material before them, how the man came by his 
death. There was nothing in the evidence that day to guide them. There was nothing 
to lead them to suppose there was anything but accidental circumstances which the 
men had not forseen. It was always unsatisfactory to leave it in that way, especially in 
colliery cases, where it was best to have it as clear as possible. 
 The jury found that Gardiner died from injuries accidentally received by being 
caught by a set of tubs whilst working at Coleorton Colliery, but that there was not 
suuficient evidence to indicate how he came to be so caught. 
 

Transcribed from Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26th January 1929 
 

COLEORTON FATALITY 

 
A verdict of Accidental , death was returned at the Inquest at Coleorton on James 
Turner 64, a screenman, who was crushed between a railway wagon and a screen 
upright whilst working at the Coleorton Colliery. It was stated that Turner must have 
slipped in the snow and thus became sandwiched. Turner had done this kind of work 
for 15 years. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 08 June 1929  

MINER'S FATAL FORGETFULNESS 
 

Fell Down Shaft at Coleorton Pit. 
 
A verdict of accidental death was retuned at the inquest on Wednesday on Charles 
Henry Watson (50), a Newhall miner, who was the victim of the terrible fatality at 
Coleorton Colliery on Tuesday. The Coroner, (Mr. H. J. Deane) put forward the 
suggestion that the accident occurred through the man's forgetfulness. Henry Martin 
Fox, Osgathorpe, said he was in charge of the underground electric winding engine 
at at Coleorton pit. He controlled two cages in one shaft. As one went up, the other 
descended. Shortly before the accident happened. Watson put an empty tub on the 
cage to descend, and signalled to the pit bottom to clear the cage. He then leaned 
against an empty tub, resting his head on his hands on the edge of the tub, whilst 
witness was making an adjustment to his engine. He had just finished the adjustment 
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when be heard a noise, and saw Watson disappearing down the empty shaft holding 
on to the back of a tub. Summing up, the coroner said "When we get into the habit of 
doing a particular job, the habit becomes almost mechanical. Our minds work in 
grooves, and when these are well defined, it is difficult to get out of them. A man gets 
machine-like in doing a particular job." 
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FATALITIES / ACCIDENTS AT NEW LOUNT COLLIERY 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 11 July 1925 

NEW LOUNT PIT FATALITY. 
 

Victim To Have Been Married Shortly 
 

CRUSHED BY CAGE. 

A fatality occurred yesterday at New Lount Pit, owned by the Leicestershire Colliery 
and Pipe Company. George Benson, 24, pumpman, of Hall Lane, Whitwick, was 
terribly crushed by a cage at the bottom of the shaft, and died on the way to the 
Leicester Royal Infirmary. Benson was shortly to have been married. The colliery was 
opened eighteen months ago, and the first fatality occurred recently. This accident is 
the second within a fortnight.  

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Wednesday 15 July 1925  

PART OF HIS DUTIES 
 

Inquest on Victim of Colliery Fatality. 
 
There was a sequel to the distressing colliery tragedy which occurred at the New 
Lount pit near Coalville. on July 10th at the Leicester Royal Infirmary last night, when 
the City Coroner (Mr. E. W. B. Fowler) held an inquest on the deceased man, George 
Benson. aged 24, a pump man, of 136 Hall's Lane Whitwick. Dr. Walker of the 
Leicester infirmary, said the deceased died within an hour of admittance. The cause 
of death was rupture of the right lung and internal haemorrhage and shock from 
injuries to the chest. John Thomas Walgram, a side tender, of Thringstone, said that 
at 12.15p.m, on July 10th, he was working in the Lount Colliery and talking to the 
deceased. The deceased was sitting about ten yards away from the pit shaft. 
Witness left him and went towards the haulage engine. He had gone eight or ten 
yards when he heard the deceased shout. He looked round and saw the cage going 
up and the deceased lying under the cage. The deceased tried to get up, but he fell 
over into the sump. From the position witness saw him in, deceased most have been 
knocked down by the cage. When deceased went towards the shaft he went to start 
the electric pump. He would not have to put his head where the cage down, hut it 
was his duty to keep the water in the sump to a certain level. In order to see the level 
he would have to put his head inside the sump. 
 
The coroner at this stage, said he could not see any point in calling any further 
witnesses. It was part of his duty to see if there was water in the sump or not. He 
would therefore record a verdict of "Accidental Death". 
 
Mr. Jesson (Ashby) expressed sympathy with the deceased relatives. 
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Transcribed from the Yorkshire Post & Leeds Intelligencer - Friday 30th 
November 1928 
 
While at work in the New Lount Colliery, Coalville, yesterday, a young Irish collier, 
named Thomas Kane Melia, was killed. He had only been in the district some two 
months. 
 
AN ALTERNATIVE REPORT 

 
Transcribed from Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 1st December 1928 
 
Accidental death was the verdict at an inquest at Ashby, on Thomas Kane Melia (27), 
single, lodging at Hugglescote, who was killed whilst working at New Lount Colliery. 
Herbert Kendrick, of Coalville, a chargeman, said he fired two shots. After the second 
he heard coal moving. He shouted to Melia, who was working nearby. Witness 
leaped to safety, but Melia was caught by a lump of coal weighing 15 cwts., and 
instantly killed. 
 
The Government Inspector said he was satisfied with the timber provided, the 
working was not at fault. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 29 December 1928  

PIT FATALITY. 
 

Three Miners Buried In Colliery Accident, And One Killed. 
 
A I-THOUGH special precautions had been made for the safety of a roof in the New 
Lount Colliery, near Coalville, three miners were buried when it fell a few days ago, 
George Causer, 41, of Brooks-lane, Whitwick, being killed. —At the inquest, the jury 
returned a verdict of " Accidental death." The spot where the fall occurred was 
described by miners as " dangerous and difficult."  Dr. Logan. of Ashby. said death 
was due to a fracture of the neck.  Albert Edward Waterfield. the night overman. said 
he examined the spot where the accident occurred at 5 a.m. on Wednesday and 
thought it was quite safe. 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday November 4th 
1933 

COALVILLE MAN KILLED IN NEW LOUNT COLLIERY 
 
BERNARD RENNOCKS, of Highfield Street, Coalville, a coal shifter, was killed last 
night by a fall of stone while working in New Lount Colliery. Rennocks leaves a 
widow and three children. The body was removed to the mortuary at Ashby to await 
an inquest. A brother of Rennocks, who was also a miner, was buried exactly a 
month ago to-day. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Wednesday 07 February 
1934  

PIT TRAGEDY WHITWICK MAN KILLED AT NEW LOUNT 
 
A fatal accident occurred yesterday a the New Lount Colliery, Herbert Davenport, 
aged 40, a married man, of Gracedieu road, Whitwick, being killed by a fall from the 
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roof. The inquest will be held to-morrow. A Hugglescote man named Brownlee was 
also injured but not seriously. Davenport leaves a wife and daughter. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 29 June 1936  

In an explosion at New Lount Colliery on Saturday afternoon a deputy, Wilfred 
Vamham, aged 39, of Belmont terrace, Swannington, was badly burned, and he died 
in Leicester Royal Infirmary yesterday morning. Varnham had extensive burns on his 
face, arms, hands, and chest. He was married. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Thursday 02 July 1936  

MYSTERY PIT EXPLOSION UNSOLVED 
 

DEATH OF NEW LOUNT DEPUTY 
 

NO RULE AGAINST SMOKING 
 
A MYSTERY explosion at New Lount Colliery, Leicestershire, was referred to at an 
inquest conducted by Mr. E. G. B. Fowler, the Leicester City Coroner, at Leicester 
Royal Infirmary yesterday on Wilfred Horace Varnham, aged 39, of Main-street, 
Swannington, a colliery deputy. The jury's verdict was that death was due to shock 
following burns caused by an explosion, there being insufficient evidence to show 
how the explosion occurred. The Coroner said that on Sunday last about mid-day, 
Varnham went on duty as a deputy at the colliery, and about 6.15, a note was sent to 
him. A miner named Mattison went in search of Vamhan and found him inside a drift 
in a crouching position. He said he had been blown up. He was badly burned. There 
is nothing in the statements to show how an explosion of some sort had taken place 
said the Coroner. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Tuesday 24 May 1938  

COALVILLE MAN ' S HEAD TRAPPED IN LOCOMOTIVE 
 

FOUND DEAD, WITH NECK BROKEN, BY HIS WORKMATE 
 
Trapped in the machinery of a locomotive engine, a young Coalville man met a 
terrible death at the Leicestershire Colliery and Pipe Co.'s distillation works at Lount, 
near Ashby-de-la-Zouch, last night. He was Ernest Wheeldon, aged 39, engine 
driver, of Oxford-street, Coalville. Wheeldon, who was well-known in the Coalville 
district, leaves a young widow. There Is no family. It is understood that last night 
Wheeldon had taken an engine from the New Lount Colliery along the siding to the 
distillation works to fetch loaded wagons. The engine was backed up to the trucks, 
which were coupled up in readiness for moving off. Assisting Wheeldon was Thomas 
Turner, of Skinner's-lane, Whitwick. 
 
Wheeldon was found by Turner with his head trapped in the machinery of the engine. 
Death, which must have been instantaneous, is believed to have been due to a 
broken neck. 
 
The body was taken to the Coalville mortuary. An inquest will be held at Coalville by 
Mr. H.J.Deane, the North Leicestershire coroner. 
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Transcribed from Leicester Daily Mercury - Thursday 28th September 
1939 

COALVILLE CARNIVAL QUEEN'S FATHER INJURED 

 
Frank Wileman, of Jackson-street Coalville, has been admitted to the Leicester 
Infirmary with a fractured leg and other injuries sustained in a fall of stone at New 
Lount Colliery. He is the father of Miss Norah Wileman, Coalville’s first carnival 
queen. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Thursday 13 February 
1941  

KILLED IN PIT 
 
A verdict of accidental death was recorded by the Coroner, Mr. H. J. Deane, at an 
inquest at Ashby on Robert Arthur Croson, aged 34, of Central-road. Hugglescote, 
who was killed at New Lount Colliery on Tuesday. Thomas Edward Griffin, of 
Newbold, said Croson and his nephew were working two sylvesters in tightening an 
endless chain. The handle of Croson's sylvester flew back, hitting Croson across the 
chest, and he collapsed. 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 15th November 
1941 

ANSWERED CALL FOR MINERS KILLED IN PIT 
 
How an ex-miner responded to the call for men to increase the coal output, and was 
killed only three weeks after he had returned to his former work in the pit, was 
disclosed at the inquest at Coalville, on James Henry Cowell Liquorish, aged 36. of 
Gracedieu-road, Whitwick. 
 
 He was killed by a fall of stone while working in the New Lount Colliery. The widow 
said her husband had started work at the colliery about three weeks ago, having 
previously been a motor driver. Alfred Cole, of Loughborough-road, Whitwick, said he 
and Liquorlsh had nearly finished the shift when the accident happened. As the 
cutting machine went forward. it was their job to set props. Without any warning, a 
large piece of stone fell from the roof and buried Liquorish. Witness was struck by the 
end of the stone, which weighed about two tons. Frederick Martin. of Coleorton, an 
overman at the colliery, said he had examined the face twice before the accident, 
and was satisfied with it. The stone which fell was so large that it burled Llquorish, 
and it took an hour to get it off. A slip in the roof was disclosed by the fall of the 
stone, which could not have been detected before. Witness was satisfied with the 
timbering. and that competent men were engaged on the job. After questioning 
Martin, the Coroner said: "I am satisfied that these people, engaged in strenuous and 
dangerous work were doing it In the proper way, and that this was one of those 
happenings which could not be guarded against." He recorded a verdict of accidental 
death. 
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Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 15 November 
1941  

Answered Call for Miners, Killed in Pit 
 
How an ex-minor responded to the a  call for men to increase the coal output, and 
was killed only three weeks after he had returned to his former work in the pit, was 
disclosed at the inquest at Coalville, on James Henry Cowell Liquorish, aged 36. of 
Gracedieu road, Whitwick. He was killed by a fall of atone while working in the New 
Lount Colliery. The widow said her husband had started work at the colliery about 
three weeks ago, having previously been a motor driver. Alfred Cole, of 
Loughborough-road, Whitwick, said he and Liquorlsh had nearly finished the shift 
when the accident happened. As the cutting machine went forward. it was their job to 
set props. Without any warning. a large piece of stone fell from the roof and buried 
Liguorish. Witness was struck by the end of the stone, which weighed about two 
tons. Frederick Martin. of Coleorton, overman at the colliery, said he had examined 
the fac twice before the accident, and was satisfied with it. The stone which fell was 
so large that it burled Llquorish, and it took an hour to get it off. A slip in the roof was 
disclosed by the fall of the stone, which could not have been detected before. 
Witness was satisfied with the timbering. and that competent men were engaged on 
the Job. After questioning Martin, the Coroner said: "I am satisfied that these people, 
engaged in strenuous and dangerous work were doing it In the proper way, and that 
this was one of those happenings which could not be guarded against. He recorded a 
verdict of accidental death. 
 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Wednesday 15th November 1943 

 
WANT OF CARE HINT AT PIT TRAGEDY INQUEST 

 
"Prove that there was something at the top to stop the tubs coming down. They were 
full tubs which killed him, and there could not have been a bull prop in position for the 
safeguarding of that man's life at the bottom. These full tubs had 110 yards swing, 
and it could not be accidental." This remark was made by William Websell, miner, of 
Belvoir-road, Coalville, at the inquest at Coalville on his brother John James Websell 
(32) miner, Owen-street, Coalville who was killed at the New Lount Colliery by two 
full tubs which ran down an incline. 
 
It was during the evidence of the deputy. Emlyn James, of Newbold that the remarks 
were made. James replied: "I am under oath when I say there were two girders there 
to protect Johnny".   
                                                                                                                                                                
Websell: "The full tubs came down 110 yards. which proves that there was not 
sufficient safeguard taken at the top." 
 

SUFFICIENT 
 
Coroner: "Do you know of these things from your own knowledge? "  
Websell: "I am a practical miner." 
James: "The bull prop was there." 
Mines Inspector: Mr. Hyde - "I think you are getting rather at cross purposes. You are 
criticising the efficiency of the bull prop at the top? There may have been an error of 
judgement there." 
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James said "that at the top of the drift there were four iron lockers and a wooden bull 
prop to prevent runaways. they were there to be used if required and were quite 
sufficient." 
 
The coroner commented: "The evidence is that there was provided certain timber 
habitually used as a stop to prevent such a fatality as this. I have no evidence as to 
what timber was in fact used, but it is clear that two full tubs did run back down the 
incline and caught the man. The deputy had been backwards and forwards several 
times, and saw nothing to find fault with." 
 

WORK PRESSURE 
 
"I realise under present-day conditions, with efforts to produce as much coal as 
possible in the shortest time, there may be a tendency to carelessness. but I have no 
evidence of carelessness. I think there has been something approaching want of 
care, which is distinct from carelessness, which might not have occurred if pressure 
had not been so great. I can see nothing for adverse comment, except a suggestion 
that more control might be exercised by those in authority so that all proper 
safeguards are provided, and that in addition they should always be used. I am 
satisfied than this is an accident for which no one is criminally responsible." The 
Coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death. 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 18th August 1947 
 

FOUR INJURED BY NEW LOUNT PIT EXPLOSION 
 

 
 
 
Two deputies and two coal cutter operators are in Leicester Royal Infirmary with 
superficial burns following a coal face explosion at New Lount Colliery, Coalville 
yesterday. The men are Mr. Arthur Else and Mr. Emlyn Davies of Pegg's Green (the 
deputies) and Mr. Fred Hall, of Cambridge Street, Shepshed and Mr. Joseph Moore, 
of Silver Street, Whitwick. They are all reported to be making satisfactory progress. 
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In a statement from the N.C.B. office at Coleorton, it is said that the coal face where 
the accident occurred is part of the "Roaster seam" and was inspected by H.M. 
Inspectors yesterday, who reported that normal working conditions were found. 
 
A further examination is being made today and work in the part affected will be 
resumed tomorrow. The rest of the colliery is working as normal. 
 

MET RESCUERS 
Rescuers who went into the pit following the dramatic news received by pit telephone 
that there had been an underground explosion, met the four injured men making 
there way with blackened bodies and scorched clothing along a roadway to the 
bottom of the pit shaft. 
 
When the communication was sent by one of the injured men from a communication 
telephone about 400 yards from the scene of the explosion, preparations were made 
to receive stretcher cases, and two deputies - Reg Bloor of Coleorton, and Jack 
Miller of Ashby were recalled from No.1. pit. for rescue operations on their way home. 
 
Mr. Bloor told the evening mail, "we met the four men making their way along a main 
road. Their clothing was scorched and they were in pain, but they were cheerful." 
 
By the time the men reached the surface, a doctor was present at the pit head and 
an ambulance arrived shortly afterwards. As they were taken from the colliery 
through Pegg's Green, the ambulance stopped at the homes of Mr. Davies and Mr. 
Else to give news of the accident. 
 

RUSH OF FIRE 
At the infirmary today, the injured men told the evening mail of their experience. Mr. 
Moore whose nose and hands were burnt said "we had noticed that the lights were 
bad all morning" (This would have been from their safety lamps). 
 
Then suddenly, everything went dark for a few seconds, following which there was a 
sudden rush of fire at the coal face, where we were working. "I staggered back, and 
was lucky not to be burned too badly." 
 
The worst injuries were sustained by Mr. Hall, whose face was covered with burns. 
He said "I had just come down to the coal-face to fetch some timber. There was a 
horrible rush of flame, accompanied by an awful noise. It lasted about half a minute 
and afterwards, everything around us was red hot". Mr. Hall has been a miner for 37 
years and has worked at the New Lount Colliery for 22. 
 
Mr. Else declared, "my theory is that a pocket of gas caught alight through sparks 
flying from the cutter. How the gas could have accumulated I do not know, because 
an examination had been carried out only a short time before, and there was no trace 
of gas then." 
 
Mr. Davies, who has spent over 30 years in Welsh mines without a mishap and who 
came to Leicestershire only a year ago was also burned on the face. 
 
It is understood that when the explosion occurred, only 8 men were working in the 
whole pit. It is believed that absenteeism on Friday night resulted in a normal 
preparation for the weekend being incomplete, and that the four men who were burnt 
volunteered for a special Sunday morning task of completing the cutting on the lower 
"Roaster seam", the scene of the explosion. 
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The explosion was not extensive, suggesting that there was no accumulation of gas 
over any considerable area of the pit, where safety lamps are always in use. There 
was an instantaneous flash which burned all the coal-cutter crew but there was no 
tendency for the fire to spread, or any roof fall caused by the blast. 
 
Gas explosions in the shallow Leicestershire pits are rare. Some miners believe that 
the recent hot weather has caused a tendency for gas pockets to accumulate in pit 
workings. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 14 May 1949  

BELTON MAN DIES IN COAL FALL AT NEW LOUNT PIT 
 
A 43 year old coal-stripper Andrew MacEwan of Forest View, Belton near Coalville 
was killed by a fall of coal at New Lount Colliery while working underground. The 
accident occurred at one of the coal-faces in the pit where MacEwan was working 
with other men in preparation work. The Saturday opening of pits in the 
Leicestershire area have ceased temporarily. Some men are required to visit the pit 
however for special work. There were not many men in the working area at the time 
of the fall. Other men in the same team extricated Mr. MacEwan and found him dead. 
He had received severe head injuries. A married man with a grown up family of six, 
Mr. MacEwan had lived at Belton for 17 years since he left his native County 
Durham.  
 
An inquest will be held at Coalville on Monday. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Tuesday 22 March 1955  

Miner killed, as roof collapses 
 

2 injured in New Lount tragedy 
 
An all night battle to release men trapped under a fall of stone at New Lount  Colliery, 
near Coalville, ended at dawn today with the recovery of the body of one of the men 
after the rescue of two others. The miner who died in the accident, Mr. William Eaton 
(46), a ripper, of Hazeldene, 110, Hartshorn lane, Woodville, was on his first shift 
after six weeks away from work with a crushed foot. Second fall Mr. Eaton leaves a 
widow and a 15-year-old daughter. The men burled in the fall were Mr. Thomas a 
ripper, of Loughborough road, Thringstone, who was released after two and a half 
hours, and Mr. Fred Martin, a night-shift overman, of The Woolrooms, Coleorton, who 
was nearer the edge of the fall and was reached after about 15 minutes. Mr. Martin, 
although Injured, made his way to the pit bottom unassisted so that the rescue party 
should not Interrupt their efforts to recover his comrades.  
 

Walked away 
 
Two other men in the party were Mr. Bert Platts of Council Houses, the Moorlands. 
Coieorton, who had walked a few yards away to fetch a shovel and Mr Herbert 
Campion. of Ashby. Mr. Campion suffered a slight injury from a flying rock. Rescue 
efforts started by men at the scene were quickly joined and directed by the pit 
manager, Mr, P. L. Richardson, and the undermanager, Mr F. Gregory. The two 
original members of the party, Mr. Martin and Mr. Campion helped the team and 
remained throughout the night until the body of Mr. Eaton was recovered. 
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Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Friday 20 January 1956  

LEICESTERSHIRE CORONER ON PIT PROP SAFETY 
 

IS "FOOT LID" ADEQUATE? 
 
 A method of roof support commonly used in the Leicestershire coalfield when it is 
necessary for props to rest on a clay floor was discussed by the North Leicestershire 
Coroner, Mr. Malcolm Moss, and the foreman of his Jury, Mr. Geoffrey Parkes, at an 
inquest at Ashby.  
 
It was stated that a fall of coal from the face dislodged a prop at one of the working 
faces at New Lount Colliery, bringing down a supporting bar and a fall of stone and 
fatally injuring Mr. James Harry Beniston. a 59-year-old ripper, of Oak Villa, 199, 
Brooks-lane. Whitwick.  Before the jury retired to consider their verdict, the coroner 
said : "It has crossed my mind several times during the inquest, whether, where there 
is a clay floor, what is known as a foot lid is the best thing science can devise to stop 
a prop from being knocked sideways". 
 

DON'T KNOW ENOUGH 
 
"I don't know enough about it to counsel you to make some recommendation that this 
matter should be the subject of research by the National Coal Board". 
 
The foreman of the jury Mr. Parkes said "I do not feel satisfied that everything is 
being done". 
 
After retirement, the jury returned a verdict of misadventure. Two deputies Mr. 
Samuel Bradford, Gutteridge Street, Coalville, and Mr. George Henry Goodhead, 9. 
Long Street, Belton, told the coroner that they were satisfied from inspections that the 
support was adequate and in accordance with practice. 
 
It was explained that because of the wet clay floor, a foot lid or piece of timber 12 by 
six by four inches, was set under each prop to prevent sinking. 
 
Mr. Albert Cook, 29 Fone Hill, Swannington, said Mr. Beniston was among afternoon 
shift men who were completing the stripping. Without warning a £rate" of coal fell 
from the face knocking out the prop which brought down the roof and trapped Mr. 
Beniston. 
 
Paying a tribute to Mr. Beniston, Mr. G. A. Sparrow for the deputies association, said 
he was a miner of great experience, who could not be sent on the wrong job in a pit. 
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FATALITIES / ACCIDENTS AT SWANNINGTON NO.2. 
COLLIERY (SINOPE) AND SWANNINGTON NO.3. COLLIERY 

(CLINK / HOO ASH) 

Transcribed from the Leicester Journal - Friday 12 May 1865  

Colliery Accident Coalville. —An inquest was held Coalville, on Monday last, before 
J. Gregory, Esq., coroner, on the body of Alfred Palmer, 33 years of age, who was 
killed by an accident on Saturday last. From the evidence adduced it appeared that 
the deceased was engaged sinking a new shaft at Mr. W. Worswick's colliery, at 
Swannington, and on Saturday last, he was standing on the edge of the shaft 
removing some barrels of soil and water, which were being hoisted by the engine, 
when the bridge shot back, and the deceased was thrown into the shaft. In his fall he 
managed to catch hold of the barrel and sustain himself for a while, but he, 
unfortunately, could not maintain his hold, and he was precipitated to the bottom, 
hurting several men who were working in the pit. He was immediately picked up but 
life was found to be extinct —The jury returned a verdict of accidental death, and 
recommended that a spring catch for the bridge should be put down, which Mr. 
Lewis, the agent, promised should be done. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 16 April 1870  

Sudden Death at the Colliery.— On Thursday, the 7th inst., and by adjournment on 
Tuesday, the 12th inst., an inquest was held at Swannington, before J. Gregory, 
Esq., coroner, upon Richard Barnett, deceased. - Christopher Hickling said, he was a 
" hanger-on" at the bottom of the shaft of No. 3 Pit, Swannington Colliery. Deceased 
was a " hanger-on' in the same pit, and was 19 years old. He and deceased were at 
work together at the bottom of the shaft. Deceased had put a full tub of coal on the 
cage which was drawn up to the top, and then he put another full tub on. Just as he 
had finished doing so, and before he could step back, two pieces of coal fell from the 
waggon at the top. Both pieces struck the cage, and one of them bounded off and 
struck deceased on the head and killed him instantly. If anything fell from the top, the 
man who pulled off there shouted to them, and then there was time to get out of the 
way. He did not hear him shout on the occasion, but was informed that he did so. 
There were two covers, one of wood and the other of iron, to protect those who were 
at the bottom, but the coal glided or glanced of the top of the cage. He never heard 
the coal coming down the shaft, but heard the lumber at the top just before it came 
down. The tubs had been leaded a long way from the bottom of the shaft, and were 
then drawn partly by an engine and partly by horses to the shaft at the bottom. He did 
not know of any other protection that could be given to those at work at the shaft 
bottom than they had.—  
 
John Walker said, he was "puller-off" at the top of No. 3. shaft. About, twelve o'clock, 
on Tuesday, a full tub of coal was coming up, and when it had got about two yards 
from the top, two pieces of coal fell from the end. It had been loaded rather too long, 
which caused it to touch the frame below the top, and that caused the pieces to fall. 
He shouted in the usual way as soon as he saw them fall. As soon as he had 
shouted, he heard them strike the bonnet over the cage. Pieces fell off most days, 
and he did not know any of preventing it. The men were " hanging-on" at the bottom 
just as the tub got to the top. He heard the being put on at the bottom, just before he 
shouted. It made rather a louder noise than usual, which might drown the voices. — 
Verdict, " Accidental death," and the jury recommended that there should be ends in 
the tubs from eight to nine inches high. - Mr, Evans, the inspector, has suggested 
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that it would be better not to load the "hanger" under the shaft at all, and Mr. Lewis 
the manager of the colliery, has promised to contrive if possible that this shall be 
done. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 11 March 1871  

THE FATAL EXPLOSION - The adjourned inquest upon Thomas Burbidge Webster, 
the man who was killed in the explosion at No.3. pit, Swannington on January 21st 
was held before Mr. J. Gregory esq., on Tuesday last. Joseph Hodges said, I am the 
bailiff of No. 3. pit Swannington Colliery, and was so on Jan. 21st." On that morning I 
went into the pit as usual at about half past four o'clock. and went into the cabin 
where the night deputy John Springthorpe was, and I remained there till the day 
deputies came, which they did at about twenty minutes to six o'clock. Two came 
named Bancroft and Bradley. The deceased came about five minutes afterwards. 
Alter Bancroft came he pulled his coat off and went to a box and took two or three 
candles out. He placed two of them on a table and lighted the other, and he went 
backwards towards a box on the floor where the blasting powder used in the pit was 
kept. He sat down on the box, and after he had been there about a minute the wick of 
the candle had become long, which he nipped off with his finger and thumb and 
dropped it on the floor between his legs. There happened to be some loose powder 
on the floor, which must have been spilt there in some way, but I do not know how, 
and the powder took fire and ran into the box. We then all tried to make our escape 
out of the cabin, but before we could do so the powder in the box exploded. I cannot 
say the exact quantity there was but it must have been many pounds in weight. The 
deceased, Webster, who was nearest the doorway, was killed on the spot, and 
myself and the three others who were in the cabin, and a man named Stevenson, 
another day deputy, who was just outside the cabin, were all more or less burnt. The 
powder was not kept loose in the box, but was in two tin bottles with corks or tops to 
them. The bottle had not been out that morning whilst I was there .The night deputy 
had used them during the night. The powder is poured out of the bottles into bags 
which the men have who use the powder, and it is given out in the cabin where the 
box is, but how the powder got on the floor except it was spilt when being given out, I 
cannot tell. The box in question is about three feet long, eighteen inches wide and 
fifteen inches deep. It was a strong one with bands of iron and a lid. I was not aware 
there was any hole in it. I have known it to be used for the above purpose for three or 
four years. It is not locked, but the cabin door is after the powder is given out. It is 
only at night that it is used. Two of the deputies have keys to the door, and the night 
deputy also. There was only one deputy that night and he was in the cabin when the 
explosion occured. The bulk of the powder is kept in a proper magazine on the bank 
outside the pit, and some is sent down to the cabin to be used by men blasting the 
roads in the night, who are six in number.   
 
Springthorpe said - "l am a night deputy of No. 3 pit. I was there on the night of 
January 20th. I had not given any powder out that night, but I had the night before to 
the men who use it during the night about 4 or 5lbs a piece. I poured it out of the 
bottle into there bags and I do it against the box in which the bottles are kept. I may 
spill a little sometimes when doing so. I sent one bottle the next morning to be filled. 
and a man named William Rose brougbt it. I told him to put it in the box and he did 
so. The bottle was not touched again before the explosion that I know of. I locked the 
cabin-door. I was in the cabin in the morning of the 21st. I saw Bancroft come in. He 
took out some candles to go to work with ; he lighted one and sat down on the box 
where the powder-bottle is kept, and he either dropped the snuff or nipped it between 
his fingers, and the snuff went on the floor. The powder on the floor amongst the dust 
caught, and in an instant the powder in the bottle exploded. There were some bags 
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belonging to the men containing some powder which had been left in the box, and it 
must, I think, have been that which the powder outside first ignited."—  
 
James Bancroft said: "l am a miner and deputy employed in pit No.3. I went to the pit 
a little before six o dock on the morning of January 21st. We meet at the cabin every 
morning to get our candles, and I went there for the purpose that morning. I got some 
candles out of the box, and I lighted one from a candle which stood on the table. I 
then sat down on the box in which the powder is kept, and I was softening a piece of 
clay which I took off the table to put round the candle, when I tipped the candle and 
the wick went on the floor. Some powder on the floor took fire, and I tried to make my 
escape out of the cabin. I do not remember anything more. I was burnt a good deal 
and was under medical treatment for a long time."—  
 
George Lewis said - "I am engineer of the Swannington Collieries, and have been 
there about ten years. During that time, and for years before then, it has been the 
practice to keep the powder in a magazine or fireproof tank, and to send small 
portions into the pit in tin bottles for those men who are employed in blowing down 
the roof and making the road by day work. The number of men varies from four to 
seven. The night deputy has charge of the powder sent down for that purpose, and 
he deals it out to them as in his judgment they may require. We do so to prevent 
those men going to the magazine for it, and perhaps taking more than they would 
require. The cabin is under lock and key, and is entirely under the control of the 
deputies. There is a rule which says when gunpowder is used, it must be taken into 
the mine, either made into cartridges or in a bottle, and we do the latter. Since the 
accident, I have stopped the practice of powder being sent down into the pit, and 
every man who requires powder is compelled to fetch it from the magazine in a tin 
bottle and bags are entirely done away with." 
 
Verdict - "Accidental Death", and the jury expressed their satisfaction with the 
alteration that had been made. The deceased was 31 years old and an assistant 
deputy.  

Supplementary Information 

Transcribed from the Coalville Times - Friday 31 January 1902  

SWANNINGTON COLLIER CHARGED WITH NEGLECTING HIS 
CHILDREN - HEAVY SENTENCE 

 
Note - The NSPCC was founded in 1884 
At the Police Court, on Monday afternoon. before Major Hatchett, Herbert Henry 
Freeman, Whitwick, was charged with having neglected his children. at Whitwick. 
within months of the 17th of March,1899, in the parish of Swannington. He was 
summoned to appear at the court on the 39th of March, and failing, a warrant was 
issued, Inspector Barnes. of the N.S.P.C.C. being the complainant. He was further 
charged with having assaulted Susan Webster, and also his wife Eliza on the 10th 
March last year. 
 
On the application of Supt. Holloway the prisoner was remanded to Coalville Petty 
Sessions on Friday. He was arrested on Saturday night by P.C's Oliver and Truelove.  
 
Defendant was again brought before the, magistrates to-day (Friday). Mr R. S Clifford 
(Loughborough) appeared to prosecute on behalf of the N.S.P.C.C.—Defendant 
pleaded not guilty. 
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lnspector Kirchin  said the information was laid by inspector Barnes on March 
17th.1899, and the defendant was summoned to appear, but absconded. Freeman', 
wife said, she had been married to the defendant 22 years and she had had 10 
children. She had not seen her husband for nearly 3 years. At the time her husband 
left her they were living at Sarniper. Defendant then worked at. the Sarniper colliery 
and was earning between £2 and £3 per week. He did not provide them with food, 
however, she had to depend on the charity of her friends and neighbours. 
Sometimes, when they had had food given them, defendant would come home and 
help to eat it. The defendant seldom came home sober, and if there was no food in 
the house, he used to turn her and the children out. When these summonses were 
served on the defendant, he burnt them, and afterwards smashed all the furniture in 
the house. He then went "swig". Complainant had worked early and late to keep 
herself and the children, without going to the parish for relief, but she had to have 
relief for a month when she was confined. When defendant went away, the children 
and herself were ragged, but they were fairly well dressed now. On one  occasion, 
when the defendant turned her out, she slept in the steam house, in the colliery 
yard. There was a fat pig in the sty when defendant went away, but Mr. Hull had that 
for money owing : Complainant did not receive £1 per week from the defendant. She 
sometimes had money from the eldest boy. 
 
Frederick Freeman (18), defendant's son said he had not seen his father for three 
years. Witness at that time worked at the colliery and earned 12 or 13s per week. He 
gave that to his mother. His father used to drink a good deal and did not provide 
them with food. They were badly clad and neglected. 
 
Susan Webster, wife of Thomas Webster, said that in 1809 she lived next door to the 
defendant. Witness had given the children food. 
 
P.S. Garton gave evidence of the apprehension of the defendant. He said the woman 
had worked hard for the children and they were much better off now than when the 
defendant lived with them. 
 
Defendant said he went and offered his wife money last August but she locked the 
door and would not have him in. 
 
There were six previous convictions against the defendant, two for similar offences. 
with respect to which he had been to prison for one month and three montlts 
respectively.  
 
The Bench now sentenced the defendant to six month's hard labour.—The cases of 
assault were withdrawn.—On the application of Mr Clifford on behalf of Mrs. 
Freeman, the Bench granted a summons under the Married Women's Jurisdiction 
Act, for a separation order, to be heard when defendant came out of prison.—  
 
Defendant : I don't. want that.—Mr. Clifford : maybe not, but your wife does.—
Defendant : I want to live with my children or I shall die in prison.—The Bench 
remitted the Society's costs. 
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Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 18 February 1893  

FATAL ACCIDENT TO A BOY AT SWANNINGTON COLLIERY. 
 

INQUEST. 
 
An inquest on the body of a boy Henry Upton, who was killed at Swannington Colliery 
on Friday, was held on Monday morning at the Engineers' Arms, Coalville, before Mr. 
G. E. Bouskell.  
 
The first witness called was John Upton, who said deceased was his son, 15 years of 
age, and employed as a pony-driver at the Swannington Colliery. Joseph Haywood, 
residing at Outwood-lane, Coleorton, a pony-driver, said on Friday morning he and 
the deceased were driving in the main road, No. 21. Witness went out of the stall into 
the siding about 7.15 to fetch a hook, as there was not one in the tub to put the tally 
on. Just as he got the tally hook be heard something fall from the roof, and saw that 
Upton's tub had run off the road against a prop. He fetched some other boys, and 
they found deceased under some stone which had fallen from the roof. They could 
only see his right hand. The man in charge of the road told deceased in witness's 
presence on Thursday to go steadily round the curve, or else the tub would run off 
the line.  
 
By Mr. Hewitt, inspector of mines : They used limmers for the tubs. They rode on the 
limmers, and had reins on the pony. The 21 road was undulating. They did not use 
lockers, and if the pony was walking they could stop it anywhere. They were paid by 
the tub.  
 
By Mr. Sharpe : He had never seen any lockers used on No. 21 road. The line of rail 
was half a yard to two feet away from the post the tub struck, which was just opposite 
the curve, which was a fairly sharp one. The tub had run off the rails and was 
standing up against the prop at the curve.  
 
By the Coroner : He had seen the deceased coming round the curve at a faster pace 
than he dare drive.  
 
By Mr. Sharpe : The deceased's tub went off the  rails at the curve about three weeks 
ago. He had never seen him off the rails before. He did not know what pace the 
deceased was driving then, as he did not see him. Witness had trotted round the 
curve several times.  
 
Edward Robinson said be was a miner at Swannington Colliery. On Friday morning 
last witness told him that Upton was under some stone. He went to the curve with 
Haywood, and saw Upton lying under a fall of stone which had fallen in front of the 
tub. They got deceased out, and found that he was dead. The tub was standing 
against the prop it had knocked out.  
 
By Mr. Hewitt : He thought the accident was caused by the tub jumping off the metals 
and knocking the prop out. He did not see any other way how the accident could 
have happened. He had no control over the boys.  
By Mr. Sharpe: He did not think the curve was a sharp one. He did not recollect a tub 
coming off that curve before. The stall that tub came from would be 80 or 100 yards 
from the curve. The curve was on the level. He did not notice how the prop was fixed 
or whether it was broken.  
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Harry Hubbard said he was the day-deputy at Swannington Colliery. It was his duty 
to examine the workings during the day. On Friday last be examined the road 21 
about 7.5 a.m., and every thing was in order. There would be three full trucks pass 
the curve when the accident happened, including the one that ran off the rails. If 
there had been anything on the rails he would have moved it. He had warned some 
boys about coming round the curve too fast. He had been a deputy I8 months, and 
for the last three months he had had to inspect road 21 amongst others. He bad 
never seen a tub come off the rails round the curve or heard of one.  
 
By Mr. Hewitt : He did not think lockers were necessary on road No. 21. The road 
rises from the face to the curve. The pony which was drawing deceased's tub was a 
strong one, and could stop the tub anywhere.  
 
By Mr. Sharpe : He had never heard any complaints that the roof was dangerous 
where the accident occurred. The prop which was knocked down was farthest from 
the line, and was about one inch in the ground. He had never seen a prop more than 
three inches in the ground.  
 
James Wm. Kendrick said he was a " corporal " at the colliery. It was his duty to look 
after the boys who drove the tubs, and if he saw them driving too fast he would 
caution them. He had had to caution Haywood and the deceased against driving too 
quickly. He bad seen them driving too fast down the road before they got to the 
curve. He had not seen them drive round the curve too fast. He cautioned the 
deceased one day last week.  
 
By Mr. Sharpe : He did not think lockers were necessary.  
 
By Mr. Hewitt : If there had been lockers to the tub the boy could have driven just as 
fast if he wished to, as if there had been none. Wyles Hardwick said he was manager 
of the colliery. He was fetched to the scene of the accident. He noticed that a prop 
had been knocked out, and that a bar had been let down. The props were tightly 
fastened at the top, and were quite safe if they were only a few inches in the ground. 
He had never had any complaints as to the pace at which the boys drove.  
 
By Mr. Sharpe: The lines had been laid about eight months. He had never heard of 
any tubs coming off the rails at the curve. He considered the curve was safe.  
 
Mr. Jamie, surgeon, said he was called to see the deceased, but he was dead before 
he arrived. Deceased had sustained a compound fracture of the base of the skull, 
and his neck was dislocated, either of which was sufficient to cause death.  
 
The jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Guardian - Saturday 02 September 1865  

SWANNINGTON FATAL ACCIDENT 
 
At the sinking of shaft of the new colliery, now in course of erection, called 
Swannington No. 3, belonging to W. Worswick, Esq., on Saturday evening last, an 
accident of a very serious nature took place by the explosion of a charge of gun 
cotton used for blasting, by which one man, named James Smith, was killed, and 
another man named W. Birch seriously injured. At an inquest held on the body of 
Smith, before J. Gregory, Esq., coroner, at Coalville, the following evidence was 
given: Wm. Birch said I am a collier employed in sinking a new shaft at Swannington 
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No.3, belonging to Mr. Worswick. "I have been for some time at work with the 
deceased, who was about 30 years of age. He was the head man and had the 
management. Our usual mode is to drill a hole in the stony bine, and then put the 
powder cotton down it. We have an iron instrument called a needle, which is put into 
the charge, which is then rammed down with an iron rammer. We then draw out the 
needle, and put a straw down the needle hole filled with fine powder. We then put a 
piece of candle beside the straw, at such a length as we think will not blow up before 
we get out of the road by being drawn up. We never bad anything wrong happen 
before. On Saturday night, about six o'clock, myself and deceased went to work. 
There was another man named W. Revel down the shaft at the time ladling out 
water. I drilled the hole to blow some of the bine down about a yard deep. Deceased 
put a small charge in first and then a large fuse to it, and it would not go down the 
hole. I wanted him to pull it to pieces as we always did when it would not go in: but he 
would not, but put the rammer down and tried to drive it with a hammer. I said "For 
God's sake Jim don't do so, we shall be shot, but he still kept on. He then got the 
needle, which would not go in, and began to hammer that in the same way. I told him 
not to do it or we should be killed. I was frightened and got back. The next instant the 
charge exploded. I was knocked back against the side of the shaft, and the flash 
burnt my face, and the stones bruised me. I was never insensible. It put out all the 
lights. I never saw deceased or heard him moan, or make any noise. They shouted 
from the top as soon as it went off, "are you all safe?" I shouted again, "no, we are 
not." They then came down with a light and took deceased up first, and then me. I 
could not see. The shaft is about 90 yards deep. The explosion must have occurred 
either from sparks flying from the top of the needle through being hammered, or from 
the point of it striking against the ironstone in the hole. I never saw deceased do such 
a thing before all the time I worked with him. He was not drunk, or had had say drink. 
He was a very sober man.— W. Revel, labourer, stated that he was at the bottom of 
the shaft, ladling water, about two yards from deceased, and when the accident 
happened shouted for lights, and Jarvis came down. Saw deceased lying against the 
side of the shaft. He was not dead, his left band was blown off, and he was burnt 
about the face and chin. He did not speak afterwards, and died as they were taking 
him home in a cart.—J. Jarvis gave corroborative evidence.—G. Lewis, Esq., 
managing engineer of the works, stated that he had given notice of the accident to 
the Inspector of the district. Had examined the shaft, and was stisfied the accident 
was caused as stated, through the man's own carelessness, but not exactly as they 
thought. He believed it was caused by the friction of the needle through the closely 
compressed cotton. Deceased was considered the best man they had about the 
works, and he would sooner have trusted him with this sort of work than anyone else 
He had been employed to the same kind of work, both here and in Prussia, nearly all 
his life time.—The jury returned a verdict of "Accidental Death."—Deceased was 
a very fine young man, and has left a wife and one child to lament his untimely fate. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Guardian - Saturday 13 May 1865  

FATAL ACCIDENT AT SWANNINGTON. A MAN KILLED BY FALLING 
DOWN A SHAFT 33 YARDS. 

 
On Saturday afternoon, the 6th inst., a man named Alfred Parker, 33 years of age, a 
collier, whilst engaged with others sinking a shaft, for W. Worswick. Esq. adjoining 
the Leicester and Swannington Railway, preparatory to commencing a new colliery, 
fell from the top to. the bottom, and was killed instantly. It was deceased's duty to 
receive the tubs containing the soil, water, &c., as they ascended the shaft from a 
man named Horobin, draw them away, empty them, and return them to Horobin, who 
had the management of the mouth of the shaft.  
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On Saturday last, about three o'clock, Horobin went into the hut to get his dinner, and 
whilst doing so deceased, contrary to his orders, attempted to take a tub himself, and 
in endeavouring to empty it, the bridge which covers the mouth of the pit, the wheel 
of which he neglected to scotch, slid back whilst he was standing with one foot on the 
bridge and the other on the bank, holding the tub, which immediately swung over the 
mouth of the pit, deceased clinging to it by his hands and feet, when it turned over 
and he went to the bottom, striking another man named Webster, who was at work at 
the bottom, on the shoulder with his head just before reaching the bottom. He was 
killed instantly.  
 

THE INQUEST 

 
An inquest was held on Monday last, at the Waggon and Horses Inn, Coalville, 
before J. Gregory, Esq., and a respectable jury, when the following evidence was 
adduced.  
 
Joseph Holmes, the first witness sworn, said : I am a collier, living at Coalville, and 
am employed as a I sinker in sinking a shaft for a new colliery, in the parish of 
Swannington, belonging to Mr. Worswick. Deceased was also employed. He is 33 
years of age. We had sunk about 33 yards. The soil and water was turned up in a 
barrel by an engine. On Saturday last I was at work with the deceased, who was on 
the bank. Horobin was striking over the sinkers, receiving the tubs as they came up, 
and emptying them out. Deceased helped to receive them, and took them away as 
they came up. About three o'clock in the afternoon I came up to send some things 
down that were wanted. I had just got on to the bridge, having come up with the 
barrel, containing a small quantity of water. I got off, and deceased was trying to 
empty the barrel as it hung on the rope. The water is emptied into a cistern. He stood 
with one foot on the bank and the other on the bridge. He could not turn the barrel 
over. I got on the bridge to help him, when all at once the bridge shot back by the 
weight of his pushing. He got hold of the barrel and held by his hands and feet. I told 
him to hold on. I tried to lay hold of him, but the barrel swung him away from me. He 
held by his hands a few moments and then fell to the bottom. The bridge had gone 
right back, uncovering the whole of the shaft mouth. There was no catch to the bridge 
that I know of. There were two men at work down the shaft at the time. Haley, the 
engine man, went down and brought Webster up first, who was hurt by deceased 
striking him in his fall, and afterwards brought up the deceased, who was quite dead. 
It was not his place to take the tubs off, and he had been cautioned not to do it. It 
was Horobin's place to be at the top of the shaft. We called out to him to fetch 
Horobin, and he said, " Can't I do as well", and we said "No." I then went up to help 
send the things down.  
 
James Smith said I was one of the sinkers, and was at the bottom of the shaft at 
work when the accident took place. We had called for some materials we wanted, 
and Holmes went to assist to sending them down. Holmes went up on the tub, the 
bridge was put over as soon as the tub was up. I afterwards heard a rumbling on the 
bridge, and looked up and saw the deceased hanging to the band. I said to my mate 
"Oh, dear, he will drop and kill  one of us, get out of way," but he was too frightened 
to move. I watched him fall from top to bottom. He came straight down the middle 
and his heel struck my mate on the shoulder. I went to him immediately, but he was 
quite dead.  
 
John Horobin said I am engaged at the shaft, to mind the tub, receive the stuff which 
comes up, and send things down. When a tub comes up, I shove the bridge over the 
shaft top. The deceased's business was to take the tubs away and empty them and 
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bring them back to me. There is no catch to the bridge, but we have a wooden scotch 
to put under the wheel which prevents it from moving. The bridge is about 14 cwt. 
When the accident happened I had just gone into the cabin to get a bit of dinner. I left 
Parker on the pit top to take my place, as he had dune so before. I did not see the 
accident, but assisted in getting him out.— 
 
 By the Coroner : How do you account for the bridge going back? The scotch was not 
there, that is the only reason that I can account for it. The scotch is not always 
required, only when water comes up ; when the water is emptied the person who 
empties it stands with one foot on the bridge and the other on the cistern, the scotch 
should then he used to prevent its going back. I never knew the bridge to move 
before. This witness admitted that he had many times emptied water front the barrel 
without notching the wheel.  
 
G. Lewis, Esq., engineer of the works, stated that Horobin's duty was to attend 
entirely at the top of the shaft, for which he was paid extra. Deceased had no 
business to receive the barrels, or anything else ; had it been known that he had 
done so he would have been discharged immediately. Strict injunctions had been 
given to Horobin, who knew his duty. The scotch should be used at all times. Daring 
the 
 
The Coroner having gone through the evidence, said he thought the jury would have 
no difficulty in arriving at the cause of the poor man's death. 
 
The jury immediately returned a verdict of "Accidental Death" and at the same time 
recommending hat a spring catch should be substituted  to hold the bridge instead of 
the scotch. They at the same time considered that there was blame attached to 
Horibin, who was called in and admonished by the coroner. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Journal - Friday 24 April 1868  

Colliery Accident.—An inquest was held at Worthington, on Thursday week, before 
J. Gregory, Esq.. coroner, on the body of John Halfpenny. Deceased was a 
banksman at the No.2. pit of the Swannington Colliery, and was 59 years old. On 
Tuesday afternoon, the 14th instant, he was engaged on some waggons which were 
about being removed to the machine house, and was standing on the top of some 
slack on the second waggon when the waggons were started, and losing his balance, 
he fell down, and the wheels of the hind waggon passed over his neck and chest, 
killing him on the spot. The jury returned verdict of accidental death. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Journal - Friday 08 October 1869  

Joseph Parker, of Coleorton, collier, was charged with having on the 15th 
September, at Swannington, whilst being employed in the No. 3 Swannington 
Colliery, violated one of the special rules then in force by wilfully leaving the stall in 
which he was working in the said mine in an unsafe state upon leaving his work. 
 
Mr. Dewes prosecuted.—Mr. Lewis, the manager, produced copy of the certified 
rules, and said his attention was drawn to the stall in which the defendant had been 
at work. It was in a very unsafe and dangerous state through the defendant having 
omitted to remove a portion of the roof. The defendant some short time ago 
negligently left a stall in similar manner, and a death happened through it. He was at 
the time severely censured both by the Coroner and Inspector of Mines for his 
conduct. 
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Joseph Hodges, colliery bailiff, gave similar evidence.—The defendant did not 
appear, but his wife being in Court, asked the Magistrates permission to call 
witnesses to prove that the stall was not left in a dangerous state. The permission 
being granted, she called Thomas Thompson, who said he went into the stall on the 
following day and examined the roof; it knocked heavy, and was not altogether right, 
and should not have been worked in until some timber had been put up.—Another 
witness was also called by the wife, who said he did not see the stall and knew 
nothing about it.  
 
The Chairman said it was a very bad case, and therefore the defendant would 
be committed to one calendar month's hard labour without the option of a fine. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Mail - Saturday 11 July 1868  

Fatal Accident at Swannington Colliery.— On Wednesday, the Ist inst., an inquest 
was held at Whitwick, before J. Gregory, Esq., coroner, upon the body of Matthew 
Martin. 
 
John Fisher, miner at No. 3 pit, Swannington Colliery, said that on June 17th he 
had been taking stone down from the roof to heighten the road to stall. Deceased 
was working at the coal stall. There was piece of stone on the roof which appeared to 
neither of them safe, and they tried to pull it down with their picks. They got part of it 
down and thought the remainder was safe. About two o’clock he went away, leaving 
deceased and a man named Brooks at work, but in about five minutes the latter 
came and told him that deceased had got hurt. I went back and found the stone had 
fallen on him when in a stooping position, and hurt his back. The stone fell out from 
between the props, and was between 3 cwt. and 4cwt.—Mr. Henry Toone, surgeon, 
Whitwick, said he was called in to attend deceased on the 17th ult., and found him 
suffering from a fracture of the spine, Just below the shoulders. There was not the 
slightest hope of life, and he lingered till the 29th ult., when he died. — 
Verdict: "Accidental death.” 

Tanscribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 18 September 1869  

SWANNINGTON FATAL ACCIDENT 
On Saturday, an inquest was held at Swannington, before J. Gregory, Esq., coroner, 
upon William Siddons, deceased. William Bott said, he was a loader in No. 3 pit, 
Swannington Colliery, and deceased, who was 18 years old, was a horse-driver 
there. On Thursday evening, between six and seven o'clock, he was returning to the 
bottom from his work, when he found deceased lying on the road flat on his face, and 
on raising him up found a wound at the back of the right ear. Blood was running from 
his mouth, and there was a great deal on the ground where he lay. He was put in a 
tub and taken to the top, and sent to his home. He died about twelve o'clock the 
same night.  
 
John Gready said he saw deceased lying on the road, and about twenty yards be- 
fore coming to him, met a horse walking towards the stables, but did not know 
whether it was the one deceased was in the habit of driving, it was supposed 
deceased received his injury by the horse kicking him.  
 
George Richard Lewis, engineer of the colliery, said the horse was supposed to have 
kicked deceased: it had been used at the colliery for years, and had been down the 
pit for more than ten years. It had never injured any one before, but was sometimes 
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in the habit of kicking. He believed that deceased was leaving off his work, and un- 
tackling the mare from the shafts attached to the tubs, and that he dropped them on 
to the mare's heels, when she turned round and kicked him. Deceased had driven 
the mare for three months.— Verdict, " Accidental death.' 

Transcribed from the Hinckley News - Saturday 29 February 1868  

FATAL ACCIDENT 
 
On Saturday an inquest was held at Thringstone, before J. Gregory, Esq., coroner, 
upon William Horsley Foster, who was killed on the previous Thursday, in No. 3 Pit, 
Swannington Colliery.  
 
William Griffin said, deceased, who was forty years old, was employed in the pit 
above mentioned as a miner. Shortly after four o'clock on Thursday morning, 
deceased after some conversation about some work he had to do, remarked that four 
full tubs were left in the stall, and he would take them out, and by the time he had 
finished probably the witness would have done his work so that he could fire a shot. 
Deceased then went away, and in about three quarters of an hour he heard that he 
was killed by a full tub. He went to the place and found some men lifting deceased 
out of the way of the tub, in order to get it put him. The distance he would have to 
take the tubs from his stall was about 200 yards, and it sloped rather from the stall. 
Horses used to come about six in the morning to take the tubs down, but some times 
the men took them down when they came before that, as it was something in their 
way to do so. It was generally the work of two men to do it, one going before and the 
other behind the tub, but in this instance deceased was doing it alone. There was a 
lock-peg about a foot long which was put in one of the wheels, and the man if alone 
went in front, as he could hold more there than behind. The tub weighed about 3 
cwt., and the weight of coals varied from 6cwt. to 8cwt., according to the height of the 
road. Deceased had taken one tub down, and it was the second which killed him. 
About thirty or forty yards behind the place he saw the locker which deceased had 
needed, and which had come out of the wheel. There was highish place in the rail 
there, and probably he was pushing in front of the tub and backed it to get over this 
high place, when the lock-peg fell out, and then the tub would be too much for him, 
and it forced him down and he was killed. He could have gone on with his work 
without removing the tube. 
 
Augustus Platts said, a little before 6 he was going up the gate road to his stall, which 
was the same as deceased worked in, when he found deceased doubled up between 
the axles of a loaded tub about 130 or 140 yards from the stall, quite dead. He got 
assistance, and the tub was removed by unloading it, lifting it off deceased, and it 
was then found that his back was broken. No one saw the accident, but he believed 
as deceased was taking the tub down the rail his feet slipped from under him, and 
the tub came on him. He believed he had been pushing his tub back to start it, as the 
road was flatter where the lock-peg was found, and that in backing it up, the peg fell 
out, and when the tub got on the descent again it would progress too fast for him, 
and overcame him. He must have had his head against the tub from the position in 
which he was. One man could take a tub down if he went the right way to work.  
 
Deceased had been a miner all his life, and had worked for Mr. Worswick for 15 
years The jury returned a verdict of "Accidental death," and unanimously 
recommended that the practice of one man taking a loaded tub down any 
incline in the pit should be entirely put a stop to. 
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FATALITIES / ACCIDENTS AT SNIBSTON COLLIERY 

Transcribed from the Leicester Journal - Friday 17 December 1869  

Shocking Death at Snibston Collieries.—On the 9th inst., J. Gregory, Esq., held an 
inquest on the body of Joseph Bettison, 18 years of age, who met with his death at 
No1. pit on the previous Tuesday. On the day in question, deceased was employed 
in the engine house, and part of his duty was to see that the wire rope that wound 
round the drum did not get crossed, and to prevent this he had a hook. At the time of 
the accident, the engine was running very fast and deceased applied the hook to the 
rope, it is said, unnecessarily, and it caught in the couplings and he was drawn on to 
the drum and carried through an aperture of only inches between the drum and fly 
wheel at least three times before the engine could be stopped, when it is almost 
needless to add he was found to have been killed instantaneously.— Verdict, 
Accidental Death. 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle – December 25th 1886 
 

ACCIDENT 
 

An accident of a serious nature occurred at the Snibston Colliery on Tuesday 
morning. A man named Silas Pickering was driving a horse and a tub of coal down 
the pit, riding on the limmers. Suddenly, the tracing of the horse broke, which passed 
over one of his legs, instantly breaking it. He was conveyed to his home at 
Griffydam, where his injuries were attended to. 
Death." 


