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Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 23 March 1931  

11 shifts a week at New Lount Colliery while thousands of miners are signing on for 
the dole at Coalville to-day and to-morrow. Whilst most of the Leicestershire pits 
being  either temporarily closed, or working short time, one Leicestershire mine is 
working to its full capacity. This is the new Lount Colliery, on Sir George Beaumont's 
Coieorton estate, which is the country's newest mine. It has been opened only a few 
years, and the Leicester Mail's coalmine correspondent recalls the enthusiastic 
scenes when Lady Beaumont dug the first piece of turf at the beginning of the sinking 
of the shaft. The colliery has had a very successful career and is the only mine in 
Leicestershire, so far, to introduce pit-head baths. These were opened  last year by 
Mr. Frank Hodges, one of the directors, and are very much appreciated by the 
miners.   

 

TWENTY-ONE FATALITIES 
 

NAME     AGE   DATE OF FATALITY 
 
George Benson   24   July 1925 
Thomas Isaac Fox   Young miner April 1926 
Thomas Kane Melia  27   Nov 1928 
George Causer   41   Dec 1928 
3 deaths recorded in Hansard but no names given         1929 
W. H. Sidwells   32   Mar 1930 
Wilfred Henry Bowley  ?   Jan 1933 
(survived 21 months) 
Bernard Rennocks   ?   Nov 1933 
Herbert Davenport   40   Feb 1934 
Joseph Robinson   52   Dec 1935 
Wilfred Horace Varnham  39   Jun 1936 
Robert Arthur Croson  34   Feb 1941 
Edward Marshall   41   Nov 1941 
James Henry Cowell Liquorish 36   Nov 1941 
John James Websell  32   Nov 1943 
Andrew MacEwan   43   May 1949 
Andrew Lawford   41   Oct 1953 
William Eaton   46   Mar 1955 
James Harry Benniston  59   Jan 1956 
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NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF DEATHS, INJURIES 
& INQUESTS 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 11 July 1925 

NEW LOUNT PIT FATALITY. 
 

Victim To Have Been Married Shortly 
 

CRUSHED BY CAGE. 

A fatality occurred yesterday at New Lount Pit, owned by the Leicestershire Colliery 
and Pipe Company. George Benson, 24, pumpman, of Hall Lane, Whitwick, was 
terribly crushed by a cage at the bottom of the shaft, and died on the way to the 
Leicester Royal Infirmary. Benson was shortly to have been married. The colliery was 
opened eighteen months ago, and the first fatality occurred recently. This 
accident is the second within a fortnight.  

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Wednesday 15 July 1925  

PART OF HIS DUTIES 
 

Inquest on Victim of Colliery Fatality. 
 
There was a sequel to the distressing colliery tragedy which occurred at the New 
Lount pit near Coalville. on July 10th at the Leicester Royal Infirmary last night, when 
the City Coroner (Mr. E. W. B. Fowler) held an inquest on the deceased man, George 
Benson. aged 24, a pump man, of 136 Hall's Lane Whitwick. Dr. Walker of the 
Leicester infirmary, said the deceased died within an hour of admittance. The cause 
of death was rupture of the right lung and internal haemorrhage and shock from 
injuries to the chest. John Thomas Walgram, a side tender, of Thringstone, said that 
at 12.15p.m, on July 10th, he was working in the Lount Colliery and talking to the 
deceased. The deceased was sitting about ten yards away from the pit shaft. 
Witness left him and went towards the haulage engine. He had gone eight or ten 
yards when he heard the deceased shout. He looked round and saw the cage going 
up and the deceased lying under the cage. The deceased tried to get up, but he fell 
over into the sump. From the position witness saw him in, deceased most have been 
knocked down by the cage. When deceased went towards the shaft he went to start 
the electric pump. He would not have to put his head where the cage came down, but 
it was his duty to keep the water in the sump to a certain level. In order to see the 
level he would have to put his head inside the sump. 
 
The coroner at this stage, said he could not see any point in calling any further 
witnesses. It was part of his duty to see if there was water in the sump or not. He 
would therefore record a verdict of "Accidental Death". 
 
Mr. Jesson (Ashby) expressed sympathy with the deceased relatives. 
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Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 10 April 1926  

SKULL FRACTURED. 

Inquest Into Swannington Collier's Death. 

The fatal accident at the Leicestershire Colliery and Pipe Co. Ltd., New Lount Pit, on 
Wednesday evening, was the subject of an inquest by Mr. H. J. Deane   
(Leicestershire Coroner) at the Swannington Primitive Methodist Chapel on Friday 
afternoon, the victim being Thomas Isaac Fox of Swannington, who was struck on 
the head by something which tell down the shaft while he was working at the pit 
bottom. Dr. A Orchard, of Ashby, stated that at 7.15 p.m. on Wednesday he arrived 
at the New Lount Colliery and saw the deceased. On examination he found a large 
wound across the back of his head, 6 1/2 inches in length, and the scalp torn from 
the bone. In the wound was a depressed fracture. There must have been terrific force 
to cause such a wound. Death would be instantaneous, the cause being a fracture of 
the skull. After hearing further evidence, the Coroner said it was fair to assume, that 
a piece of coal or something fell down the shaft and struck the deceased while he 
was bending at the tubs. Of course, everything possible should be done to guard 
against anything falling down the shaft, but he was satisfied that all due precautions 
were taken, and he could only describe it as one of those regrettable accidents which 
seemed to be inevitable in colliery workings. He recorded a verdict that deceased 
died from the injuries, described by the doctor and that they were accidentally 
sustained. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Mon 12th April 1926 
 
Much sympathy for the relatives was shown at the funeral in Swannington of Mr. 
Thomas Isaac Fox, the young miner who was killed in the New Lount Colliery. A 
large crowd of people assembled including the deceased's football colleagues, Fox 
being the centre-half of the "Thringstone House Club", a prominent Coalville League 
team, whose match with Bardon Hill on Saturday was postponed owing to the 
funeral. There were many beautiful floral tributes. 

 
Transcribed from the Yorkshire Post & Leeds Intelligencer - Friday 30th 
November 1928 
 
While at work in the New Lount Colliery, Coalville, yesterday, a young Irish collier, 
named Thomas Kane Melia, was killed. He had only been in the district some two 
months. 
 
AN ALTERNATIVE REPORT 

 
Transcribed from Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 1st December 1928 
 
Accidental death was the verdict at an inquest at Ashby, on Thomas Kane Melia (27), 
single, lodging at Hugglescote, who was killed whilst working at New Lount Colliery. 
Herbert Kendrick, of Coalville, a chargeman, said he fired two shots. After the second 
he heard coal moving. He shouted to Melia, who was working nearby. Witness 
leaped to safety, but Melia was caught by a lump of coal weighing 15 cwts., and 
instantly killed. 
 The Government Inspector said he was satisfied with the timber provided, the 
working was not at fault. 



 4 

Transcribed from the Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 29 December 1928  

PIT FATALITY. 
 

Three Miners Buried In Colliery Accident, And One Killed. 
 
Although special precautions had been made for the safety of a roof in the New 
Lount Colliery, near Coalville, three miners were buried when it fell a few days ago, 
George Causer, 41, of Brooks-lane, Whitwick, being killed. At the inquest, the jury 
returned a verdict of " Accidental death." The spot where the fall occurred was 
described by miners as " dangerous and difficult."  Dr. Logan. of Ashby said, death 
was due to a fracture of the neck.  Albert Edward Waterfield, the night overman, said 
he examined the spot where the accident occurred at 5 a.m. on Wednesday, and 
thought it was quite safe. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 17 March 1930  

SWADLINCOTE MINER KILLED 

Second Fatality in Family 

How one man was killed, another pinned by his legs by a fall, and another jumped to 
safety while working at the New Lount Colliery on Friday was described at the 
inquest to-day at the Cross Keys Inn, Newbold, on W. H. Sidwells, age 32. a 
chargeman shifter, of Gresley Wood Road, Swadlincote. Present at the inquest were 
the Inspector of Mines. Mr. L. L. V. Evans, Mr. G. A. Myers Ward instructed by Mr. T. 
Haynes Duffel, of Birmingham. for the Leicestershire Colliery and Pipe Co., and Mr. 
Taylor, the manager of the mine.  

Joseph Sidwells, the dead man's brother, said it was a bitter blow, it being the 
second case in the family. Another brother was killed in a Swadlincote mine 22 years 
ago. Dr. Davison of Ashby, said Sidwells spine was fractured and death would be 
instantaneous. Freeson Mee, a chargeman shifter, said he was working with Sidwells 
and another man named Hill, when a big fall occurred without the least warning. The 
roof came in and pulled the sides.  

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Thurs 26th Feb 1931 
 
William Winfield, aged 38, a miner of Smisby Road, Ashby, while working at New 
Lount Colliery was caught in a cutting machine and received severe injuries to the 
spine and legs at midnight. He was taken to Leicester Royal Infirmary in a critical 
condition. 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Tues 31st Oct 1933 
 

ACCIDENTAL FALL OF COAL IN NEW LOUNT COLLIERY 
NO BLAME ON PIT OFFICIALS 

 
A Hugglescote miner lived for 21 months with a fractured spine sustained in an 
accident at New Lount Colliery on January 11th 1932, it was stated at the inquest at 
Coalville to-day on Wilfred Henry Bowley of Ashburton Road, Hugglescote, 
 The jury found that death was due to the injury and returned a verdict of 
"Accidental Death". The stone which fell on him weighed half a cwt. 
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Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday November 4th 
1933 

COALVILLE MAN KILLED IN NEW LOUNT COLLIERY 
 
Bernard Rennocks, of Highfield Street, Coalville, a coal shifter, was killed last night 
by a fall of stone while working in New Lount Colliery. Rennocks leaves a widow and 
three children. The body was removed to the mortuary at Ashby to await an inquest. 
A brother of Rennocks, who was also a miner, was buried exactly a month ago to-
day. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Wednesday 07 February 
1934  

PIT TRAGEDY WHITWICK MAN KILLED AT NEW LOUNT 
 
A fatal accident occurred yesterday a the New Lount Colliery. Herbert Davenport, 
aged 40, a married man, of Gracedieu road, Whitwick, being killed by a fall from the 
roof. The inquest will be held to-morrow. A Hugglescote man named Brownlee was 
also injured but not seriously. Davenport leaves a wife and daughter. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 29 June 1936  

In an explosion at New Lount Colliery on Saturday afternoon, a deputy, Wilfred 
Vamham, aged 39, of Belmont terrace, Swannington, was badly burned, and he died 
in Leicester Royal Infirmary yesterday morning. Varnham had extensive burns on his 
face, arms, hands, and chest. He was married. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Thursday 02 July 1936  

MYSTERY PIT EXPLOSION UNSOLVED 
 

DEATH OF NEW LOUNT DEPUTY 
 

NO RULE AGAINST SMOKING 
 
A MYSTERY explosion at New Lount Colliery, Leicestershire, was referred to at an 
inquest conducted by Mr. E. G. B. Fowler, the Leicester City Coroner, at Leicester 
Royal Infirmary yesterday on Wilfred Horace Varnham, aged 39, of Main-street, 
Swannington, a colliery deputy. The jury's verdict was that death was due to shock 
following burns caused by an explosion, there being insufficient evidence to show 
how the explosion occurred. The Coroner said that on Sunday last about mid-day, 
Varnham went on duty as a deputy at the colliery, and about 6.15, a note was sent to 
him. A miner named Mattison went in search of Vamhan and found him inside a drift 
in a crouching position. He said he had been blown up. He was badly burned. There 
is nothing in the statements to show how an explosion of some sort had taken place  
said the Coroner. 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Weds 15th December 1937 
 
A 33 year old Swannington miner, Bernard Hodges, was admitted in a grave 
condition to Leicester Royal Infirmary today, suffering from multiple injuries. 
 It is stated that he was working at New Lount Colliery when he was caught by 
the belt of the haulage machine and crushed. 
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COAL DISTILLATION WORKS AT LOUNT 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Tuesday 24 May 1938  

COALVILLE MAN ' S HEAD TRAPPED IN LOCOMOTIVE 
 

FOUND DEAD, WITH NECK BROKEN, BY HIS WORKMATE 
 
Trapped in the machinery of a locomotive engine, a young Coalville man met a 
terrible death at the Leicestershire Colliery and Pipe Co.'s distillation works at Lount, 
near Ashby-de-la-Zouch, last night. He was Ernest Wheeldon, aged 39, engine 
driver, of Oxford-street, Coalville. Wheeldon, who was well-known in the Coalville 
district, leaves a young widow. There Is no family. It is understood that last night 
Wheeldon had taken an engine from the New Lount Colliery along the siding to the 
distillation works to fetch loaded wagons. The engine was backed up to the trucks, 
which were coupled up in readiness for moving off. Assisting Wheeldon was Thomas 
Turner, of Skinner's-lane, Whitwick. 
 
Wheeldon was found by Turner with his head trapped in the machinery of the engine. 
Death, which must have been instantaneous, is believed to have been due to a 
broken neck. 
 
The body was taken to the Coalville mortuary. An inquest will be held at Coalville by 
Mr. H.J.Deane, the North Leicestershire coroner. 

 
Transcribed from Leicester Daily Mercury - Thursday 28th September 
1939 

COALVILLE CARNIVAL QUEEN'S FATHER INJURED 

 
Frank Wileman, of Jackson-street Coalville, has been admitted to the Leicester 
Infirmary with a fractured leg and other injuries sustained in a fall of stone at New 
Lount Colliery. He is the father of Miss Norah Wileman, Coalville’s first carnival 
queen. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Thurs 13 February 1941  

KILLED IN PIT 
 
A verdict of accidental death was recorded by the Coroner, Mr. H. J. Deane, at an 
inquest at Ashby on Robert Arthur Croson, aged 34, of Central-road. Hugglescote, 
who was killed at New Lount Colliery on Tuesday. Thomas Edward Griffin, of 
Newbold, said Croson and his nephew were working two sylvesters in tightening an 
endless chain. The handle of Croson's sylvester flew back, hitting Croson across the 
chest, and he collapsed. 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 15th November 
1941 

ANSWERED CALL FOR MINERS KILLED IN PIT 
 
How an ex-miner responded to the call for men to increase the coal output, and was 
killed only three weeks after he had returned to his former work in the pit, was 
disclosed at the inquest at Coalville, on James Henry Cowell Liquorish, aged 36. of 
Gracedieu-road, Whitwick. 



 7 

He was killed by a fall of stone while working in the New Lount Colliery. The widow 
said her husband had started work at the colliery about three weeks ago, having 
previously been a motor driver. Alfred Cole, of Loughborough-road, Whitwick, said he 
and Liquorlsh had nearly finished the shift when the accident happened. As the 
cutting machine went forward. it was their job to set props.  
 
Without any warning, a large piece of stone fell from the roof and buried Liquorish. 
Witness was struck by the end of the stone, which weighed about two tons. Frederick 
Martin. of Coleorton, an overman at the colliery, said he had examined the face twice 
before the accident, and was satisfied with it.  
 
The stone which fell was so large that it burled Llquorish, and it took an hour to get it 
off. A slip in the roof was disclosed by the fall of the stone, which could not have 
been detected before. Witness was satisfied with the timbering. and that competent 
men were engaged on the job. After questioning Martin, the Coroner said: "I am 
satisfied that these people, engaged in strenuous and dangerous work were doing it 
In the proper way, and that this was one of those happenings which could not be 
guarded against." He recorded a verdict of "accidental death." 
 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Wed 15th November 1943 
 

WANT OF CARE HINT AT PIT TRAGEDY INQUEST 
 
"Prove that there was something at the top to stop the tubs coming down. They were 
full tubs which killed him, and there could not have been a bull prop in position for the 
safeguarding of that man's life at the bottom. These full tubs had 110 yards swing, 
and it could not be accidental." This remark was made by William Websell, miner, of 
Belvoir-road, Coalville, at the inquest at Coalville on his brother John James Websell 
(32) miner, Owen-street, Coalville who was killed at the New Lount Colliery by two 
full tubs which ran down an incline. 
 
It was during the evidence of the deputy, Emlyn James, of Newbold, that the remarks 
were made. James replied: "I am under oath when I say there were two girders there 
to protect Johnny".   
                                                                                                                                                                
Websell: "The full tubs came down 110 yards. which proves that there was not 
sufficient safeguard taken at the top." 
 

SUFFICIENT 
 
Coroner: "Do you know of these things from your own knowledge? "  
Websell: "I am a practical miner." 
James: "The bull prop was there." 
 
Mines Inspector: Mr. Hyde - "I think you are getting rather at cross purposes. You are 
criticising the efficiency of the bull prop at the top? There may have been an error of 
judgement there." 
 
James said "that at the top of the drift there were four iron lockers and a wooden bull 
prop to prevent runaways. they were there to be used if required and were quite 
sufficient." 
 
The coroner commented: "The evidence is that there was provided certain timber 
habitually used as a stop to prevent such a fatality as this. I have no evidence as to 
what timber was in fact used, but it is clear that two full tubs did run back down the 
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incline and caught the man. The deputy had been backwards and forwards several 
times, and saw nothing to find fault with." 
 

WORK PRESSURE 
 
"I realise under present-day conditions, with efforts to produce as much coal as 
possible in the shortest time, there may be a tendency to carelessness. but I have no 
evidence of carelessness. I think there has been something approaching want of 
care, which is distinct from carelessness, which might not have occurred if pressure 
had not been so great. I can see nothing for adverse comment, except a suggestion 
that more control might be exercised by those in authority so that all proper 
safeguards are provided, and that in addition they should always be used. I am 
satisfied that this is an accident for which no one is criminally responsible." The 
Coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death. 

 
Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Monday 18th August 1947 
 

FOUR INJURED - NO FATALITIES - BY NEW LOUNT PIT EXPLOSION 
 

 
 
Two deputies and two coal cutter operators are in Leicester Royal Infirmary with 
superficial burns following a coal face explosion at New Lount Colliery, Coalville 
yesterday. The men are Mr. Arthur Else and Mr. Emlyn Davies of Pegg's Green (the 
deputies) and Mr. Fred Hall, of Cambridge Street, Shepshed and Mr. Joseph Moore, 
of Silver Street, Whitwick. They are all reported to be making satisfactory progress. 
 
In a statement from the N.C.B. office at Coleorton, it is said that the coal face where 
the accident occurred is part of the "Roaster seam" and was inspected by H.M. 
Inspectors yesterday, who reported that normal working conditions were found. 
 
A further examination is being made today and work in the part affected will be 
resumed tomorrow. The rest of the colliery is working as normal. 
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MET RESCUERS 
 
Rescuers who went into the pit following the dramatic news received by pit telephone 
that there had been an underground explosion, met the four injured men making 
there way with blackened bodies and scorched clothing along a roadway to the 
bottom of the pit shaft. 
 
When the communication was sent by one of the injured men from a communication 
telephone about 400 yards from the scene of the explosion, preparations were made 
to receive stretcher cases, and two deputies - Reg Bloor of Coleorton, and Jack 
Miller of Ashby were recalled from No.1. pit. for rescue operations on their way home. 
 
Mr. Bloor told the evening mail, "we met the four men making their way along a main 
road. Their clothing was scorched and they were in pain, but they were cheerful." 
 
By the time the men reached the surface, a doctor was present at the pit head and 
an ambulance arrived shortly afterwards. As they were taken from the colliery 
through Pegg's Green, the ambulance stopped at the homes of Mr. Davies and Mr. 
Else to give news of the accident. 
 

RUSH OF FIRE 
 
At the infirmary today, the injured men told the evening mail of their experience. Mr. 
Moore whose nose and hands were burnt said "we had noticed that the lights were 
bad all morning" (This would have been from their safety lamps). 
 
Then suddenly, everything went dark for a few seconds, following which there was a 
sudden rush of fire at the coal face, where we were working. "I staggered back, and 
was lucky not to be burned too badly." 
 
The worst injuries were sustained by Mr. Hall, whose face was covered with burns. 
He said "I had just come down to the coal-face to fetch some timber. There was a 
horrible rush of flame, accompanied by an awful noise. It lasted about half a minute 
and afterwards, everything around us was red hot". Mr. Hall has been a miner for 37 
years and has worked at the New Lount Colliery for 22. 
 
Mr. Else declared, "my theory is that a pocket of gas caught alight through sparks 
flying from the cutter. How the gas could have accumulated I do not know, because 
an examination had been carried out only a short time before, and there was no trace 
of gas then." 
 
Mr. Davies, who has spent over 30 years in Welsh mines without a mishap and who 
came to Leicestershire only a year ago was also burned on the face. 
 
It is understood that when the explosion occurred, only 8 men were working in the 
whole pit. It is believed that absenteeism on Friday night resulted in a normal 
preparation for the weekend being incomplete, and that the four men who were burnt 
volunteered for a special Sunday morning task of completing the cutting on the lower 
"Roaster seam", the scene of the explosion. 
 
The explosion was not extensive, suggesting that there was no accumulation of gas 
over any considerable area of the pit, where safety lamps are always in use. There 
was an instantaneous flash which burned all the coal-cutter crew but there was no 
tendency for the fire to spread, or any roof fall caused by the blast. 
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Gas explosions in the shallow Leicestershire pits are rare. Some miners believe that 
the recent hot weather has caused a tendency for gas pockets to accumulate in pit 
workings. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Saturday 14 May 1949  

BELTON MAN DIES IN COAL FALL AT NEW LOUNT PIT 
 
A 43 year old coal-stripper Andrew MacEwan of Forest View, Belton near Coalville 
was killed by a fall of coal at New Lount Colliery while working underground. The 
accident occurred at one of the coal-faces in the pit where MacEwan was working 
with other men in preparation work. The Saturday opening of pits in the 
Leicestershire area have ceased temporarily. Some men are required to visit the pit 
however for special work. There were not many men in the working area at the time 
of the fall. Other men in the same team extricated Mr. MacEwan and found him dead. 
He had received severe head injuries. A married man with a grown up family of six, 
Mr. MacEwan had lived at Belton for 17 years since he left his native County 
Durham.  
 
An inquest will be held at Coalville on Monday. 

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Tuesday 22 March 1955  

Miner killed, as roof collapses 
 

2 injured in New Lount tragedy 
 
An all night battle to release men trapped under a fall of stone at New Lount  Colliery, 
near Coalville, ended at dawn today with the recovery of the body of one of the men 
after the rescue of two others. The miner who died in the accident, Mr. William Eaton 
(46), a ripper, of Hazeldene, 110, Hartshorn Lane, Woodville, was on his first shift 
after six weeks away from work with a crushed foot. Mr. Eaton leaves a widow and a 
15-year-old daughter. The men burled in the fall were Mr. Thomas, a ripper, of 
Loughborough road, Thringstone, who was released after two and a half hours, and 
Mr. Fred Martin, a night-shift overman, of The Woolrooms, Coleorton, who was 
nearer the edge of the fall and was reached after about 15 minutes. Mr. Martin, 
although injured, made his way to the pit bottom unassisted so that the rescue party 
should not interrupt their efforts to recover his comrades.  
 

Walked away 
 
Two other men in the party were Mr. Bert Platts of the Council Houses, the 
Moorlands. Coleorton, who had walked a few yards away to fetch a shovel and Mr 
Herbert Campion. of Ashby. Mr. Campion suffered a slight injury from a flying rock. 
Rescue efforts started by men at the scene were quickly joined and directed by the 
pit manager, Mr, P. L. Richardson, and the under-manager, Mr F. Gregory. The two 
original members of the party, Mr. Martin and Mr. Campion helped the team and 
remained throughout the night until the body of Mr. Eaton was recovered. 
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Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Friday 20 January 1956  

LEICESTERSHIRE CORONER ON PIT PROP SAFETY 
 

IS "FOOT LID" ADEQUATE? 
 
 A method of roof support commonly used in the Leicestershire coalfield when it is 
necessary for props to rest on a clay floor was discussed by the North Leicestershire 
Coroner, Mr. Malcolm Moss, and the foreman of his Jury, Mr. Geoffrey Parkes, at an 
inquest at Ashby.  
 
It was stated that a fall of coal from the face dislodged a prop at one of the working 
faces at New Lount Colliery, bringing down a supporting bar and a fall of stone and 
fatally injuring Mr. James Harry Beniston, a 59-year-old ripper, of Oak Villa, 199, 
Brooks-lane. Whitwick.  Before the jury retired to consider their verdict, the coroner 
said : "It has crossed my mind several times during the inquest, whether, where there 
is a clay floor, what is known as a foot lid is the best thing science can devise to stop 
a prop from being knocked sideways". 
 

DON'T KNOW ENOUGH 
 
"I don't know enough about it to counsel you to make some recommendation that this 
matter should be the subject of research by the National Coal Board". 
 
The foreman of the jury Mr. Parkes said "I do not feel satisfied that everything is 
being done". 
 
After retirement, the jury returned a verdict of misadventure. Two deputies Mr. 
Samuel Bradford, Gutteridge Street, Coalville, and Mr. George Henry Goodhead, 9. 
Long Street, Belton, told the coroner that they were satisfied from inspections that the 
support was adequate and in accordance with practice. 
 
It was explained that because of the wet clay floor, a foot lid or piece of timber twelve 
by six by four inches, was set under each prop to prevent sinking. 
 
Mr. Albert Cook, 29 Fone Hill, Swannington, said Mr. Beniston was among afternoon 
shift men who were completing the stripping. Without warning a large lump of coal fell 
from the face knocking out the prop which brought down the roof and trapped Mr. 
Beniston. 
 
Paying a tribute to Mr. Beniston, Mr. G. A. Sparrow for the deputies association, said 
he was a miner of great experience, who could not be sent on the wrong job in a pit. 

  


