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FRONT PAGE PHOTOGRAPHS 

The upper illustration shows the layout of the Pit Head Baths, which was included in  
the opening programme. The complete programme is included later. 

The lower photograph of New Lount Colliery, taken from the pit yard, in the earl 
1960's depicts the head stocks, coal wagons and pit banks (slag / spoil heaps), 
known by the miner's as Sabrina Pass. In the distance is the conveyor system which 
took the coal from the coal seams to the screens. The building to the right is thought 
to be the end of the pit head baths.  
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THE OPENING OF NEW LOUNT COLLIERY PIT HEAD 
BATHS - WORK STARTED JULY 1929 AND OPENED  

JULY 12TH 1930 BY FRANK HODGES. THE FIRST PIT 
HEAD BATHS TO BE BUILT AT COLLIERIES IN 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
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PROGRAMME OF THE OFFICIAL OPENING 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION ON THE BATHS 

"Pit head Baths" were brought into use through the 1926 Miner's Act 

New Lount was the first colliery in the Leicestershire Coalfield to have pit head 
baths, and these were opened on July 12th 1930 by Frank Hodges, who at this 
time was not shown as being on the board of Directors at New Lount. However 
he was recorded in the press as officially being appointed Managing Director 
and Chairman in 1933. 
 
The following are interesting miner’s recollections, partly referring to New 
Lount baths, which appear in “The Leicestershire Miners”, Volume 2 by Colin 
Griffin. Copyright is owned by Colin Griffin :- 
 
If the accident record was disappointing between the wars, so was the record on an 
essential element in the improvement of the miners’ health and well being: the 
provision of the pit head baths. In 1937 there were only two collieries with pit head 
baths in Leicestershire (New Lount and Whitwick colleries) despite the widespread 
belief that the pit head baths are an extremely sound investment from every point of 
view. Frank Smith recalled that before there were baths…. I used to get so stinking 
wet we used to walk over the fields to where I lived to avoid coming through the 
streets, because you looked so filthy and stank. Moreover, if the miner was “freezing 
cold” when he arrived home in wet clothes and simply stood in front of the fire to 
thaw out, then your trousers would stand up like they were made of concrete. 
Washing facilities at home varied enormously. If you’d got a bath at home you were 
lucky….otherwise they used to take their clothes off and just stood them round the 
fire drying, filthy clothes and everything else and only a bit of sink to wash in….they 
hadn’t got anywhere to wash properly….they’d perhaps got no facilities for hot water 
or they just boiled the kettle on the fire and that sort of thing. There were scores of 
places like that there were. Eric Saunders lived in a house without facilities for boiling 
water: You’d have to go round the back and wash in a tub, a great big tub of cold 
water. I’ve washed in snow when there’s been ten foot of snow, my brother used to 
bath me in it. The Summers family boiled water in a big iron pot and since there were 
seven miners in the household washing arrangements had to be adjusted 
accordingly, me Dad, before  he’d have anything to eat and drink, would take his 
shirt off and wash right down as far as he could….I’d have me meal without 
washing….it used to be 9 or 10 o’clock at night before you’d wash you….I’d eat then 
go footballing, go out dog-training and all such as that. 
 
In some households, the lack of privacy was as much of a problem as the lack of 
easily available water. You know you could not have a proper wash unless you 
locked yourself away….I don’t know how some of them managed, they must have 
been real embarrassed, in front of the children and everything else, you know, must 
have been naked….Must have been, had got to do it. 
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A Coal Miner bathing at home 
 

It is little wonder under these circumstances that most miners’ believed that baths 
was the finest thing ever brought out for miners’ and that the opening of pithead 
baths was an occasion for a public celebration. Frank Hodges boasted at the 
opening of the first pithead baths at New Lount, that they accommodated 1,008 
men each of whom is provided with two lockers, one for his home clothes and 
one for his pit clothes. I have seen them described in one of our daily papers 
as “baths de luxe”. Well, is there no reason why miners should not have a little 
luxury as well as other members of the community? There are 72 cubicles, 
with separate sections for the clean and dirty clothes, for the unwashed miner 
and the washed miner. The plans would have enabled a canteen to be added 
but the Welfare Committee cannot pay this out of the Bath Fund. Time was 
when pithead baths were regarded as an impossible dream. It is not so long 
ago since their introduction into this country was opposed by the men for 
many reasons. Many popular superstitions were behind this opposition. The 
first was that nobody could wash the miners back like the “missus” or that too 
frequent washing of the back resulted in muscular weakness, that no-one 
could dry clothes like the good wife and perhaps lurking behind these 
superstitions was the thought that the miners would be called upon to pay the 
cost of installation and upkeep. I believe the demand for cleanliness and 
hygiene among the miners of this country is now practically universal…. 
 
There is no reason why a workman should not leave the colliery spick and 
span in absolutely clean dried clothing, with resulting improvement in his 
health, and I believe an improvement in his “morale and social standing”. 
 
Thomas Gowdridge, the miners’ leader “felt sure that the baths would be 
appreciated by the miners and also by their wives and mothers”, while George 
Brooks, one of  New Lount trustees, urged that “in using the baths they would 
be kind and courteous to one another. Don’t use bad language and if you see a 
brother in distress, assist him. The miner in the past has been looked upon as 
someone who produces coal. After today….the whole world will say: these 
men are not only miners but gentlemen”. 
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A typical pithead baths scene 
 

Pit head baths tokens became available after the 1920’s (see earlier photograph). 
The baths were free for the miners, although they had to pay for the use of the 
colliery’s soap and towels (2d or 3d per week) unless they provided their own. In 
1938, an extension to the pithead baths and a new canteen was opened. 
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A NEW CANTEEN ADDED ADJACENT TO BATHS   

Transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Tuesday 22 March 1938  

Canteen Added to Baths at Colliery 
 
A canteen added to the pithead baths at New Lount Colliery was opened yesterday 
by Mr. Frank Hodges, chairman and managing director of the company, and Mrs. 
White, his daughter. In performing the opening ceremony, Mrs. White spoke in terms 
of admiration of the canteen and of its undoubted usefulness. Mr. Hodges, remarking 
on the facilities provided, said there was no doubt that such provision would 
encourage the men in their growing realisation that their health was of supreme 
importance to them. The cost of the canteen has been met by the local welfare 
committee. 

 


