
AN ELVERSON GRAVE IN  

GRIFFYDAM WESLEYAN METHODIST CEMETERY  
 

 

 

 

WORDING ON THE GRAVESTONE 

 

JAMES ELVERSON 
OF THE MOOR 

DIED JUNE 12TH 1833 AGED 66 
ELIZABETH ELVERSON WIFE OF THE ABOVE 

DIED OCT 1ST 1827 AGED 58 
JOHN ELVERSON SON DIED DEC 9TH 1862 AGED 68 

 
THE ANCESTORS OF THE ABOVE ARE BURIED 

IN WHITWICK CHURCH 
 

THE STONE WAS ERECTED BY THE SONS OF JAMES AND ELIZABETH 
ELVERSON WHO NOW RESIDE AT NEWARK N.J. IN THE U.S.A. 

 

 

 



JOSEPH ELVERSON FAMILY TREE 
 

 
 

MARRIAGE DETAILS FOR JOSEPH ELVERSON 
 
Joseph Elverson Male 
Marriage date  23rd August 1831 
Marriage Place Whitwick, Leics 
Spouse  Hannah Sketchley  

 
Joseph Elverson was one of the sons of James and Elizabeth Elverson who took a brave step 
into the unknown when they sailed out to New Jersey, USA. Joseph, his wife Hannah and their 
five children, travelled out from the U.K. on a ship named “Spartan”, arriving in New York in 1848. 
They settled in Camden, New Jersey, where Joseph died in 1883. 
 
On the next page is an extract from the Passenger List which sows Joseph’s age estimated at 40 
but other records suggest he was 42, but that is not unusual. His profession is given as a “Hatter”. 

In the early 19th century, sailing ships took about six weeks to cross the Atlantic. With adverse 
winds or bad weather the journey could take as long as fourteen weeks. When this happened 
passengers would often run short of provisions. Sometime captains made extra profits by 
charging immigrants high prices for food needed to survive the trip. Immigrants suffered many 
dangers when crossing the Atlantic. This included fires and shipwrecks. In August, 1848, at the 
same time that Joseph and his family travelled out, the Ocean Monarch, carrying immigrants 
from Liverpool to Boston, caught fire and 176 lives were lost. As ships got larger so did the 
deaths from fires. In September, 1858, an estimated 500 immigrants died after a fire on the 
steamship Austria. Another 400 died on the William Nelson in July, 1865. 

https://spartacus-educational.com/USAEfire.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/ITliverpool.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAboston.htm


In 1834 seventeen ships shipwrecked in the Gulf of St Lawrence and 731 emigrants lost their 
lives. In a five year period (1847-52) 43 emigrant ships out of 6,877 failed to reach their 
destination, resulting in the deaths of 1,043 passengers. In 1854 the steamship City of Glasgow 
carrying 480 emigrants went missing after leaving Liverpool and was never heard of again. 

A major problem for emigrants on board ship was disease. There were serious outbreaks 
of cholera in 1832, 1848 and 1853. Of the 77 vessels which left Liverpool for New York between 
1st August and 31st October, 1853, 46 contained passengers that died of cholera on the journey. 
The Washington suffered 100 deaths and the Winchester lost 79. All told, 1,328 emigrants died 
on board these ships on the way to America. 

The most common killer was typhus. It was particularly bad when the passengers had been 
weakened by a poor diet. In 1847, during the Irish Famine, 7,000 people, most of them 
from Ireland, died of typhus on the way to America. Another 10,000 died soon after arriving in 
quarantine areas in the United States. The above information was extracted from the 
Spartacus Educational website. 

 

 

https://spartacus-educational.com/USAEfire.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/ITliverpool.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAEdisease.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/DIScholera.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/ITliverpool.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAnewyork.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/DIStyphus.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAEireland.htm


Joseph and Hannah’s son James (see above passenger list) who was born in Melbourne, 
Derbyshire, became the owner and publisher of the Philadelphia Inquirer newspaper from 1879 
till his death in 1911. In 1899, a settlement in Pennsylvania (now a borough in Chester County) 
was named Elverson after James Elverson who would later donate a stained glass window to the 
church there. 
 
James Snr’s son, “Colonel” James Elverson Jnr., took over as owner and publisher and had the 
building shown on the following page constructed as a new home for the newspaper. The building 
was completed in 1924 and originally named the Elverson building, in dedication to his father, but 
it was later re-named the Philadelphia Inquirer. It is located in the Logan Square area of 
Philadelphia. According to information received from a genealogist, James Elverson Jnr’s sister 
Eleanor Elverson, who had married Jules Patenotre, the French Ambassador to the United 
States, took over from her brother.  

THE FOLLOWING PHOTOGRAPH AND INFORMATION  

IS TAKEN FROM WIKIPEDIA 

 

2006 

Construction began on the building in July 1923. It was designed in the Beaux-Arts style by 
Rankin, Kellogg & Crane, and was, at the time, the tallest building north of City Hall. Its gold 
dome, and the four-faced clock under it, could be seen for many miles. The building is 340 feet 
(100 m) tall.  

The first issue of the Inquirer printed at the building came out on July 13, 1925. The newspaper 
operation was considered at the time to have the most modern printing plant in the world, with the 
largest composing room and fastest printing presses. The building also featured an auditorium 
and an assembly hall, and had its own refrigeration and water filtration plant.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beaux-Arts_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Hall_(Philadelphia)


The interior features a globe chandelier in the lobby, and a catwalk over the former press room.   

Elverson and his wife made their home on the building's 12th and 13th floors.  

In 1996 the building was added to the National Register of Historic Places as the Elverson 
Building. 

An extension to the building at 440 N. Broad Street, called the Rotogravure Building and 
designed by Albert Kahn Associates, was built in 1948 by Walter Annenberg, who was the owner 
of the newspapers at the time 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Kahn_Associates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Annenberg

